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Abstract
The term 'Al-Jahelia' is considered one of the
problematic concepts in the Modern Age. This
is due to its origin and meaning for Arab before
Islam: Is it from ignorance indicating the
meaning of 'without knowledge', ‘without
wisdom' or 'without religion'?

For the sake of explaining the Quranic
meaning of such an argumentative concept, the
research aims at investigating the meaning of
Tehel' of the Arabic language in Al-Jahelia Age
as far as its forms, uses and meanings are
concerned. Moreover, it aims at viewing the

Quranic uses in conirast with the ones used
before Quran seeking to explain the real
meaning of 'Al-Jahelia' as a Quranic term not
used before in Arabic.

After discussing the linguists and the
*interpreters' opinions of the essence of such a
term, it has been found that in the light of the
approach of the Quranic knowledge,' Al-Jahelia'
doesn't mean ‘ignorance’ and has nothing to do
with the meaning of 'before and after Islam'. It is
the Quranic pattern which indicates a complete
approach representing Islam not in the sense of
period but in the conception of an approach of
man and universe.

In this research, the Quranic view presents

'Al-Jahelia' as a kind of humanistic knowledge

away from God's conception. In its surface

meaning, it takes a mixed approach of an
Islamic feature with no reference to the real
Quranic knowledge. Hence, Al-Jahelia' is not
replaced by any suggested term that leads to the
Quranic aim, it is neither a name for an age
" before Islam nor a meaning for Pre-Islamic
period. It is an approach which has its own
~elements used for producing culture and
" explaining the real meaning of humanistic
presence on earth, Likewise,its featurcs can be
~ indicated in any ages: Before, in and after Islam
without referring to the well-known dichotomy
- of 'Islam/Al-Jahelia',
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