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Haroon Al-Rashid in the Poetry of the Poets of his Time

Yaseen AyeshKhalil *

ABSTRACT

This study aims to explore the way the great Abbasid Calif, Haroon Al-Rashid was perceived, described and
depicted in the poetry of a number of poets who lived in his time. His palace in Baghdad or Bagga attracted a
great number of poets who praised his piety, courage, achievements and military conquests. They also praised his
wise policies in dealing with internal mattars, his notable generousity and his noble ancestry which goes back to
the family of the Prophet.

Their poetry was structured in congruence with the thematic contents. Some, however, maintained traditional
formsto satisfy Al-Rashid’ s poetic expectations.

Most of this poetry revolved around the theme of praising the perceived virtues of Al-Rashid.
However, he did not escape some criticism of some of his policies as depicted in some of the related poetry.

When he died, some poets expressed sorrow and grief in their poems, athough these did not represent the same
artistic standard as those which praised his virtues and achievements.
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