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Abstract :

The complexity and surprising political developments of the
Arab Spring, made regional politics trespass the American hegemony.
Thus, the United States found itself since the inception of those
events, in the sidelines; incapable to manipulate the rising regional
forces. Therefore, if the U.S. power is less efficient and less willing to
intervene, the rising regional powers (Iran and Turkey) will seize this
opportunity to reorder the regional affairs according to their own
priorities, and this goes against U.S. vital interests in the region.

Keywords : Power transition theory; Regional hegemony; Middle
East region; American hegemony declination; Turkey; Iran; Barack
Obama administration.
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! Vijay Prashad, Arab Spring : Libyan Winter, (Oakland: AK Press Publishing and
Distribution, 2012), p.5.

? Shahram Chubin," Iran and the Arab Spring: Ascendancy Frustrated”, In. Gulf
Research Center (GRC) Gulf Papers, (September: 2012), pp.5, 6.
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! David Lai, The United States and China in Power Transition, Strategic Studies
Institute (SSI) publications, The U.S. Army War College, December: 2011, pp.5,6.
Also see: A.F.K. Organski, World Politics, (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1968).

? See: Jacek Kugler and A.F.K. Organski, “The Power Transition: A Retrospective
Evolution”, Chapter seven, In. Handbook of War Studies, Manus Midlarsky. Ann
Arbor, Michigan, University of Michigan Press, 1989, pp. 171-194.
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! Kitchen, Nicholas, “After the Arab Spring: power shift in the Middle East?: the
contradictions of hegemony: the United States and the Arab Spring”. IDEAS reports
- special reports, Kitchen, Nicholas (ed.) SR011. LSE IDEAS, London School of
Economics and Political Science, London, UK, 2012, p.53.

? Ibid. p.55.
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! Colin H. Kahl and Marc Lynch, ““U.S. Strategy After the Arab Uprisings: Toward
Progressive Engagement”’, In. The Washington Quarterly, (Spring, 2013), p.41.

? Talmiz Ahmed, ‘The Arab Spring and its Implications FOr India”, In. Strategic
Analysis, Vol.37, N°.1, (January-February: 2013), p.121. (Self-translation from the
original text: “What is happening in Egypt is a historical transformation which has
not been witnessed by the Arab world in its modern history. What the demonstration
of the youth are demanding is not less than a complete break with the current era at
all political, economic, and social levels. We nowadays, are witnessing a radical
transformation in the history and geography of the Arab world. Hence the Arab
world, after these days, will not be as it was previously™).
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! Myard Jacques, “Révolutions arabes : I'Histoire continue’’, In. Géoéconomie,
Vol.2, N°69, (2014), pp. 67, 68.

? Johannes Thimm, ‘“The United States and The Arab Spring: The End Of The Post-
9/11 Paradigm”’, In. Murill Asseburg (Ed.), Protest, Revolt, and Regime Change in
the Arab World: Actors, Challenges, Implications and Policy Options, (Berlin: SWP
research papers, 2012), p.51.
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! Robert Springborg, ‘“The U.S Response to the Arab Uprising: Leadership
Missing’’, In. Riccardo Alcaro and Miguel Hanbrich-Seco (Eds.), Re-Thinking
Western Policies in Light of the Arab Uprisings, (Roma: Edizioni Nuova Cultura,
2012), p.50.
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? Ibid. p.53.
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Arab Spring: Implications for British Policy, (Conservative Middle East Council,
October: 2011), p.40.
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! Johannes Thimm, Op.Cit., p.51.

? See: Barack Obama, ‘‘Renewing American Leadership’, In. Foreign Affairs,
(July-August:  2007). http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/62636/barack-
obama/renewing-american-leadership accessed on: 06-07-2014.

* Barack Obama, The Audacity of Hope : Thoughts on Reclaiming The American
Dream”, (New York: Crown Publishers, 2006), p.295. (Self-translation from the
original text: “invasion of Iraq without a clear rationale and without strong
international support will only fan the flames of the Middle East, and encourage the
worst rather than the best impulses of the Arab world, and strengthen the
recruitment arm of Al-Qaeda”).
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! Anthony N. Celso, ““Obama and the Arab Spring”’, paper prepared for and
delivered at the 2012 Western Political Science Association Meeting at the Hyatt
Regency Portland, OR, March 22-24, 2012, p.4.

? Remarks by the President on a new beginning, Cairo University, Cairo, Egypt.
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-by-the-President-at-Cairo-
University-6-04-09 accessed on: 06-07-2014. (Self-translated from the original text:
“I've come to Cairo to seek a new beginning between the United States and Muslims
around the world, one based on mutual respect, and one based upon the truth that
America and Islam are not exclusive and need not to be in completion, instead, they
overlap, and share common principles —principles of justice and progress, tolerance
and the dignity of all human beings”).
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