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Abstract

This research aims at identifying the concept of opposition in the
political doctrine in general and in the political doctrine of Islamic
movement of resistance "Hamas " in particular .

Accordingly, the study tries to classify Hamas movement depending on this
concept and to analyze the development occurred in the stand of Hamas to
the Palestinian liberation organization ( PLO) ,other parties , movements
and organization inside it as well as the parties , movements and
organizations outside it with a display of Hamas view to reforming and
developing the ( PLO) .

In addition to that , the analysis of Hamas stand to Oslo agreement and the
agreements followed and the reason behind Hamas rejection of such
agreements and how it opposed them.

The stand of Hamas to the authority borne after Oslo is also explained
:how Hamas dealt with this authority in the light of its concept of
opposition.

The study handles and analyses Hamas stand to the participation in
the political life and its opposition to the first Palestinian elections in 1996
and the reasons behind boycotting them.

How Hamas participated in the second legislative elections in 2006 is also
approached.

Finally , the research displays and analyses the political interior and
exterior changes that affected the stands of Hamas.

The researcher uses the historical approach , descriptive approach ,
functional analysis approach and functional structural approach.

The results of the research

1-Hamas is a product of essential changes in the structure of the Islamic
movement in the occupied land because new generations of youth joined
Hamas with the biggest effective factor in their philosophies and stands is
the occupation. In addition , the public activities and the orientation to
people inside institutions , unions and students blocks in universities
contributed to making the movement a part of the Palestinian people.
Hence, it has popularity , power and the ability to improve its interior
structure by choosing from a vast spectrum of youth , the qualified people
and leaders.

2-Hamas can be classified from 1994-2006 according to the types of
opposition as a movement of mass ,organized ,legitimate and reformative
opposition movement. Depending on style, the researcher sees that , Hamas



uses all the styles in once: it is peaceful Daawi (preaching) movement
which believes in Democracy and multiplicity in one side and it is an
armed opposition which has a military wing and targets the Israeli
occupation on the other hand. As any resistance movement , Hamas drew
its legitimacy from being a resistance against occupation and from the
public support which it gained from fighting the occupation in the first
place as well as sacrificing its leaders , individuals and supporters during its
struggle against the Israeli occupation and clinging to a number of values
and principles in spite of challenges facing it .

3-Hamas represents a unique case in the Islamic World whose thoughts and
principles were formed and shaped by time and place ,so it is distinguished
from other Islamic movements. According to the researcher, the vision of
the other Islamic experiences is clearer and they have more options.
consequently, we can not judge the experience of Hamas in comparison to
other experiences whether it is closer or farther because the potentialities
and capabilities are not the same.

4-Hamas is a political Palestinian movement which drives its political
philosophy from Islam. It has its military wing as well as its other wings
such as the social , institutional,and daawi (preaching) which all serve the
political dimension and establishes the roots of its political practice on the
ground.

5-There is a clear drawback in Hamas experience in not getting its
individuals and supporters ready to the political alteration and the
governing experience which started in 2004 and ended in the second
legislative elections in 2006 because Hamas literature and the speeches of
leaders do not handle such orientation. This situation resulted in unready
teams and potentials to lead the process of change, contrary to other Islamic
experiences such Sudan and Turkey which were preparing for taking over
the power in their countries one day. But it is not also a judgment of failure
on Hamas experience because it has some accomplishments in other sides
especially the issue of resistance which distinguished Hamas from other
Palestinian counterparts.

6-Hamas opposition since 1987 to 2006 was from outside the Palestinian
political system either represented in Palestinian Liberation Organization
(1964- 2006) or in the Palestinian authority after that (1994-2006).

7-The relationships between Hamas ,Fateh and Islamic Jihad was ruled by
a group of factors which led to tension in relationships with Fateh in a
specific historical phase, especially since the rise of Hamas in 1987 till the
signature of Oslo agreement in 1993 and the formation of the Palestinian
authority in 1994 .As well as, the relation between Hamas and Jihad was
tense for some extent then it developed gradually to agreement in some
situations.



8-The stand of Hamas to the settlement process passed through many
developments and transitions: at the beginning Hamas opposed the peaceful
solutions depending on a general ideology as expressed in its charter
because these negotiations and settlement projects include concessions and
requirements which contradict with Hamas vision either on the phase level
or strategic level. After that, Hamas changed to the acceptance of gradual
solution without giving Israel any recognition of its right to exist.

9-The tension between the Palestinian authority and opposition parties was
still dominant but it was not allowed to reach red lines, So civil fight was
prevented.

10-Hamas boycott to the first Palestinian legislative elections in 1996
depend on a pure political opinion driven from political justifications in the
first place , Hamas interest and the gains and losses that would result if
Hamas decided to participate in the elections or to boycott them. There was
no role of Feqh framework ,either it is Halal or Haram (allowed or
prohibited) . But we can not deny the fact that there was a good deal of
confusion in Hamas stand from the elections which was evident in the
instructions given to the individuals of Hamas in the eve of the first
elections to tell them that they are free to participate or to boycott the
elections as well as to support certain candidates over other ones.

11-There are a lot of interior and exterior political changes that reformed
the r of political cases such as the participation in the political process and
in the legislative elections.

12-The most important among these changes may be El Agsa Intifada in
2000, the redeployment of the Israeli forces outside the borders of The
Gaza Strip in 2005, September 11 events and the Big Middle East project
as stated by the American administration in 2004.



1-

Recommendations:

In the light of contemporary regimes and absence of the Islamic State
on the ground, the Islamic movements , parties and groups that want
to join politics for reforming and changing it must recognize that
politics has special rules and regulations which control its
relationships and limits its features. Hence, the Islamic movement
must be aware of them at first and to understand the implications and
styles of politics in order to be able to affect it without being affected
itself and to be able to manage politics according to the current
reality without being obliged to clash with it . Therefore, movements
would be obliged either to give up politics to reserve their distinctive
qualities or to melt totally in politics without considering their own
distinctiveness . In addition , dealing with politics requires that the
Islamic movements should accept the results of any political process
in all levels. Unless it is the case, staying away from politics lights
and residing in the cycle of social work will be more useful until
changes in the international and regional domains take place.
Consequently, the Islamic movements that want and support the
formation of political parties and indulging in the political process in
their countries are required to immunize themselves politically
through educating their individuals politically in a group of concepts
such as political multiplicity ,democracy, elections, citizenship
,<tolerance and freedom of thought.

The researcher recommend's that the opposition movements in
general and the Islamic ones in specific should be aware that they are
an essential part of the political system in their countries and they
should not crouch around themselves and leave the domain open in
front of the present authority to do whatever it wants, Hence ,
opposition should play its role in providing advice and guidance first
,then to stand in the face of any surpass of regimes using every
possible democratic means and to clarify their stands to the public
for the sake of transparency and credibility not for the sake of mere
opposition because the today opposing party may be the ruler
tomorrow.

The researcher suggests that Hamas should be far from raising big
slogans as possible as it can and to have clear and measurable
objectives that fit with the capabilities and potentialities. He also
recommends that Hamas should focus on the practical side and
correct practices which make the raised slogans something real and
tangible. For example, "Islam is the solution" needs more effective
education and real practice from the side of individuals ,leaders and



institutions to give the right impression and the real picture about
Islam in all cases and circumstances that Hamas go through.

It is recommended that Hamas should rewrite some items in its
charter which was issued in 1988 to agree with the reality on ground
and with political changes on the international , regional and the
local levels especially its administration of its political relationships,
its vision to the political process and the gradual solutions to the
Palestinian cause. However, taking this step does not mean
abandoning what the charter considers as principles and fixed values.
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