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Arab and Muslims gave a great importance concerning the technology 

and the development of weapons during the Ayyubid – Mamluk period. 

This study concentrates on: A) the general political status of Ayyubid-

Mamluk period. B) the factors which incited Arab and Muslims to be disting-

uished by their weapons, and C) the basic materials used in the formation of 

weapons. This study classifies the weapons into: 

1. Light weapons including: sword, spear, bow and arrow, axe, 

mace and dagger. 

2. Defensive weapons including: armour, shield, helmet, and spine. 

3. Heavy weapons including: anager, tank, ram, tower and ladder 

of siege, canon and maritime fleet. 

4. Chemical weapons including: petrol, Greekfire, gunpowder and 

different kinds of grenades. 

This study came to several conclusions, among which are the following: 

- The success achieved by Arab and Muslims in the 

manufacture of weapons was due to their scientific and technical capacity 

which covered all knowledge. 

- Arab and Muslims did not only imitate the techniques of 

manufacturing of weapons, but also they participated in the civilizational 

interaction and developed anti-weapons. 
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- In general, weapons witnessed a slow process of development 

in the orient and in Europe. For example, some sort of weapons like swords 

did not have any radical change for centuries. 

- Straight sword kept its form for centuries after Islam. There 

was no relation between Islam and the development of the form of the sword. 

The curved sword was used to get the highest point of cutting. It was not as 

the orientalists proclaimed that curved swords symbolized for the oriental 

bending, crookedness and malice. 

- Arab and Muslims were skilled in using chemical weapons. 

Where as the European ignored many secrets concerning these kinds of 

weapons. 
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