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Abstract

This research ams to identify some of Shatbi’s rules and principles of Quranic
interpretations/Exegesis as set forth in his book “al muwaafagaat” which is distinguished for its
originality and conciseness.

His principles of interpretation are: (a). The transmitted Prophetic Traditions, which represent the
highest levels of interpretation because the Holy Que’an was revealed with a general message and the
Sunna is deemed necessary for its explanations. (b) the Companions explanations and clarifications and
(c) the occasion of the revelation.

The paper aso shows that the other set of important principles Al Shatibi followed in his
interpretation among which are the following: (a) Interpretive judgment in the explanation of the
meaning and messages of the Holy Qur’an in accordance with proper standards which include; faith and
consciousness of God, following the standard rules of Arabic, Arab conventions, customs and traditions.

The paper also highlights what should be observed (and avoided) in interpreting the Holy Qur’an.
Theseinclude: (@) The interpreter does not do what he preaches (knows); (b) pretending and giving more
than the intended meaning, and (c) Interpretationswhich create or lead to hostility and division.
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