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Abstracts

Linguistic Interference of Hebrew in the Palestinian
Literature in Israel

Mahmoud Kayyal
Tel Aviv University

This article examines linguistic interference of Hebrew in the Palestinian literature in
Israel. Such linguistic interference refers to Palestinian writers applying knowledge
from Hebrew language to their written Arabic language. It can be assumed that
the widespread interference of Hebrew in the spoken Arabic language in Israel,
as a result of Israeli-Palestinians’ integration in the Israeli society, can encourage
Hebrew interference in written Arabic. In the same time the national identity of
these Palestinians strengthens pure written Arabic, especially on the background of
the Arab-Israeli conflict.

Consequently, linguistic interference of Hebrew in Arabic works written by Israeli-
Palestinian writers has moved through three distinct stages:

1. Hesitancy stage (1948-1967): there was limited interference resulted from
the lack of knowledge of Hebrew language and from the desire to maintain
the purity of the Arabic language.

2. Challenge stage (1967-1982): there was increased interference, but this
was most likely to challenge the dominance of the Hebrew language and
its political discourse.

3. Bilingualism stage (after 1982): the interference has become more complex
and sophisticated as a result of increased skillfulness of the Hebrew
language.

Finally, it should be noted that this phenomenon of Hebrew interference in written
Arabic is no longer limited to the Israeli-Palestinian literature, but also emerging
in the writings of Palestinian writers from the diaspora and the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, who mainly reflect the lingual situation under the Israeli occupation.
So, maybe it is not exaggerating if we say that Hebrew interference has become one
of the hallmarks of the Palestinian literature in general.



AI-MAJALLA, Journal of the Arabic Language Academy, Haifa. Vol. 1, 2010.

The “Crimson Wine” Maqama: “al-Mudama al-
’Urjuwaniyya fi al-Maqama al-Ridwaniya”

Fuad Deeb Kinany

The article is an analytical study of “al-Mudama al-’Urjuwaniyya fi al-Maqama
al-Ridwaniyya” by the poet Mustafa *As‘ad al-Laqimi al-Dumyati (d. 1760 CE). In
the Introduction we present the fundamental divisions among Arab literary critics
with respect to how the term magama art is to be properly defined.

These divisions show that no unequivocal definition with a solid foundation exists
for this term. This fact can help us reject the position taken by many critics of the
magama form who have called for rejecting magama texts written in the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries CE because they were supposedly composed in an “age
of decline” and therefore do not deserve to be studied and analyzed. In fact, the
present article shows that the position of these critics must not be accepted and these
relatively modern literary texts should be studied, even if their artistic elements
differ from those found in the magamas of al-Hariri and al-Hamdhani. Indeed, the
“Crimson Wine” magama provides very clear evidence that it does belong to this
genre, for it contains numerous literary elements which are similar to those used by
al-Hariri and al-Hamdhani, while at the same time it also possesses elements which
are distinctly different, and which may be characterized as innovations in the art of
the magama introduced in the two afore-mentioned centuries.

The reader will quickly come to realize that the author of this magama created these
innovations for the purpose of expressing his creativity in this genre by way of
depicting the realities of life in his day and age. The innovations in question can be
seen in many of the magama’s artistic attributes: the opening stanza, the personality
of the magama’s main character, its language and structure, the similarities between
the acclaimed figure and Christ, and the dialogue. No doubt the differences which
the magama possesses with respect to these artistic elements, when compared to
those in the magamas of al-Hariri and al-Hamdhani, reflect the author’s response to
the novel circumstances in his late times.

* * *
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Arab society. The diminishing role of poetry in the Arabic culture, especially after
the breakdown of the qasida as an effective form of oratory , coupled with the high
rate of illiteracy made theater an attractive tool with which to instruct and agitate.

¥* ¥ X
Mahmud ’Amin al-‘Alim:

Between Politics and Literature

Mahmud Ghanayim
Tel Aviv University
The Arab Academic College

The subject of this article is the Egyptian critic Mahmud ’Amin al-‘Alim (1922-
2009). In 1955, along with fellow critic ‘Abd al-‘Azim ’Anis, al-‘Alim published a
collection of articles entitled Fi al-Thagafa al-Misriyya. In 1989, the third edition of
this book appeared, and in his new introduction, al-° Alim stresses his firm adherence
to the same positions on literary criticism that he had taken in 1955. However,
when Ghanayim investigated this question, he found that some changes had in fact
occurred. These changes can be assigned to the following four categories:

1. In the course of his activities in literary criticism since 1955, al-‘Alim has
introduced elements that were not part of his original frame of reference, as set
out in the first edition of his book, especially with regard to his understanding
of literary form.

2. It appears that originally central ideas have moved toward the margins for al-
‘Alim over time. Thus, the importance of external influences (e.g., the author’s
political convictions) has diminished in relation to purely literary considerations
in al-‘Alim’s evaluation of a given literary work.

3. Several definitions are preserved in form only, while their meanings have
acquired different connotations, as illustrated by al-‘Alim’s understanding and
use of his central term “theme”.

4. Al-‘Alim’s critical study of the work of Sun‘ Allah ’Ibrahim, Thulathiyyat al-
Rafd wa’l-Hazima, shows that, in recent years at least, al-‘Alim has not adhered
to his theoretical principles in his applied criticism. All of these examples
clearly demonstrate the development of, and changes in, al-‘Alim’s literary
criticism. Nevertheless, it should be emphasized that al-*Alim did not abandon
the Marxist approach, with its focus on the dialectics between form and theme.
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Modern Arab Theater: The Journey Back

Joseph Zeidan
Ohio State University

The pioneers of the Arab theater were anxious to emphasize their indebtedness to
Western theater and to distance themselves from indigenous dramatic forms. The
Lebanese Marun al-Naqqgash was introducing his audience in 1847 with “a literary
theater and a European gold cast in Arab moulds”. The Egyptian Ya'qub Sannu’,
whose theater was profoundly influenced the native puppet theater, chose instead
to give credit to European troupes visiting Egypt and to Moliere, Sheridan, and
Goldoni for establishing his theater. This Europeanized theater was institutionalized
especially when Egypt (with its newly-built European theaters erected by Khedive
Isma‘il) became the sole center for theatrical activities in the Arab world in the last
quarter of the nineteenth century. These activities were almost entirely controlled
by Levantine troupes who had a crucial interest in perpetuating the Europeanized
form. The Levantine theater was able to supplant the popular indigenous theatrical
tradition imposing new aesthetic criteria.

When this imported form, interestingly enough, reached a great degree of
maturity and sophistication, a new vigorous trend emerged calling for a thorough
reassessment. Some leading playwrights started questioning the suitability of this
dominant form in expressing adequately the national identity of the Arabs. The
quest for a “truly” national drama, which is capable of satisfying the social as
well as the aesthetic demands of the Arab audience, has become one of the most
important phenomena in the field of Arab drama today. An increasing number of
Arab scholars and playwrights refused to accept the notion that the Greco-Roman
model was the only criterion for determining the existence of theater in a culture.

This article discusses the political, social, and cultural motives behind this quest
focusing on the most significant experiments in an attempt to study the achievements
and the limitations of each one. In Egypt, this call for a special identity for Arab
drama was first articulated by Yusuf ’Idris who found his formula in al-Samir, an
Egyptian peasant theater-in-the-round. A/-samir compromises several performing
arts including word, song, story and dance, and allows for a free interflow between
performers and audience. Tawfiq al-Hakim recommended yet much older kind of
drama, the narrative-impersonator form.

In Syria, Sa‘dallah Wannus went back to the very beginning of modern Arab theater
to capture the true national spirit. In addition, Sa‘dallah advocated the “theater of
politicization” in an attempt to use this tool to bring about desired changes in the
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prominent component in them. Some of the dialogues have the classical form of
“he said” — “she said”, “you say” — “I say”, and others are written in a modern
narrative style. His poem 7ibag on Edward Said, for example, is truly very much
like a newspaper interview, with a hyphen before the poet’s question and a square
(o) before Edward Said’s answer!

The last device used by Darwish was to write a “daily chronicle”, or what he called
“the prose of life”. This refers to numerous passages in his poems which are filled
with easily understood expressions that approach the style of ordinary journalism,
with its occasional use of the colloquial and expressions from foreign languages.

It is as if Darwish wanted to write prose poetry, but in a metric form. And he may
very well have succeeded, and at this stage came to achieve al-Tawhidi’s expression,
which he turned into the motto of his poetry collection Like the Almond Blossom
or Farther: “A prose-like poetry”. This is an achievement which only an unusual
talent can attain, and a truly difficult labor and skillful “craft”.

* K Kk

Between Job (Ayyub) and al-Sayyab

Jeries Khoury
Tel Aviv University
The Arab Academic College

The employment of historical and mythical symbols is perhaps one of the most
important characteristics of modern Arabic poetry. Many Arab poets have been
inspired by historical and mythical characters, of whom they made frequent use in
their poetry. Among these poets was Badr Shakir al-Sayyab, who made intensive
use of different kinds of figures in his poetry. Among the few such figures to have
survived to the latest stage of his poetry was that of “Job” (Ayyub). This figure is
intimately related to al-Sayyab’s own character because of the similarities in their
lives. Al-Sayyab seems to have been inspired by the biblical narration of this story,
but he introduced many changes in the figure itself by merging it into his own
persona. Al-Sayyab’s use of Job in poetry was so striking that many poets who
were affected by his tragic death wrote elegies for him, in which they show the
effects of al-Sayyab’s life story, his poetry and his use of Job on them. Al-Sayyab,
in such poems, becomes an intertext himself, one which has inspired numerous
other poets.
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Prose-like poetry: The Confused Dialogue between
Mahmud Darwish and the Prose Poem

Sulaiman Jubran
Tel Aviv University

This article deals with the rhythm of Darwish’s poems in the latter stage of his
poetic output, specifically beginning with his poem collection 4 Rose Less (Ward
Agall) (1986). This was the time after Israel had occupied Beirut and the PLO left
the city. The poet then moved to his new “exile” in Paris, where his isolation, his
distance from events, presented him with a good opportunity for a great deal of
reading and introspection. In Paris, too, began his heart problems and his very real
fears of becoming old, illness and death. All these causes together brought about
a new stage in his poetry, reflected in the poet’s world view, the great questions he
asked about life and death, and in every component of his poems, including their
rhythm, the subject of this article.

Before this new stage Darwish for many years and in numerous poetry collections
used the metrical form, whose rhythmic strengths he exploited to the full. When in
the mid-1980s he began his new stage of poetry writing, new in both content and
language, the only new rhythmic possibility which he had was the prose poem. But
the poet, despite the fact that in his many discussions he admitted the qualities and
the legitimacy of the prose poem, did not use this form, rather preferring to find
his “solutions”, as he said, in metric verse. The question thus is, what were these
solutions which he thought could replace prose poetry, or in other words, how did
Darwish manage to write his poems in this latter stage in a way which made them
seem without meter while still keeping to the metric form?

Darwish’s “solutions” involved first of all the use of the mutaqarib or fa ‘ulun meter,
a light and flexible meter which brings the text closer to prose. Thus, for example, his
collection A4 Rose Less, at the beginning of his innovative stage, consists entirely of
poems written in this meter, in lines which are occasionally filled with suggestions
of prose. But the mutagarib meter which he used at that stage was not pure, but
usually mixed with the mutadarak or fa ‘ilun meter. This mixture created, in fact,
a new meter in modern poetry, which we can name mutadarib. The poet naturally
did not write all his new poems in this meter, but it is fair to say that it was the one
meter which clearly dominated this stage. He also used this new meter frequently
in order to control the pace and to “dress” the text with an actual prose garment.

The poet’s later poems are also filled with dialogues, and in fact constitute a
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even one drop, we are all very lucky to have all this rich, colorful and problematic
informative work. In this sea of words and data we must find our way.

* * *

The Arabic Language in the Future Vision Position
Documents

Muhammad Amara
Beit Berl Academic College

This paper deals briefly with the role and place of the Arabic language in the
position papers issued by Arab-Palestinian institutions in Israel, known as the
‘Future Vision” documents. The first document, “The Future Vision of the
Palestinians in Israel”, was published on behalf of “the National Heads of the Arab
Local Authorities in Israel” (2006). The second document, “An Equal Constitution
for All: On a Constitution and the Collective Rights of Arab citizens”, published
by Mosawa Center, and written by Yousif Jabareen (2006). The third document,
“The Democratic Constitution, was published by Adalah, the Legal Center for Arab
Minority rights in Israel (2007). The fourth document, “The Haifa Declaration”,
was published by Mada al-Carmel Center (2007).

The four position papers called for ending the linguistic hegemony of the Jewish
majority, considering it as part of the Jewish ethnic hegemony, granting the Arab-
Palestinians in Israel their linguistic role in expressing their cultural and national
identity in the public sphere. This means the documents have not taken language for
granted, but gave it a special attention. One document emphasized language from a
legal perspective, another from a political perspective, a third from a cultural one,
and the fourth, more specially Adalah, considered the language factor determining
the type of political and constitutional system in Israel.

The four documents paid a special attention to the Arabic language, not only from
the pragmatic side, but also from the symbolic one: the political, cultural and
constitutional.

In conclusion, the four positions papers pose a clear symbolic challenge to the
country. The collective work in formulating the papers is a symbolic challenge to
the country. Since the state prefers not to deal with the Arabs as a national group
but as individuals, the position appears emphasized the opposite. The language was
one of the most important indicators of this challenge.

* ¥k X



Ibn Manzur Speaks about His Major Sources
in Composing “Lisan al-‘Arab”

Shlomo Alon

“Lisan al-‘Arab” (The Language of the Arabs) is a one-language (monolingual)
composition in Arabic, written by Muhammad Ibn al-Mukarram, Ibn Manzur, from
7% Century Hijri/ 13" Century C.E. (630-711 H/ 1232-1311 C.E.).

The “Lisan” represents in my view the lexicographic and linguistic knowledge
accumulated by the Arabs and the Islamic society throughout the Middle-Ages.

In his own introduction to his book, Ibn Manzur describes his main concepts, his
major sources and his priorities in using them:

1.”Tahthib al-Lugha” (the purification of the language) by al-’ Azhari.
2. “Al-Muhkam” (the well done) by Ibn Sida, from Andalusia.
3. “Al-Sihah (Sahah)” (the right traditions) by al-Jawhari.
4. “Al-Hawashi” (al-’Amali) by Ibn Barri (died 582H/1187 C.E.).
5

. “Kitab al-Nihaya fi Gharib al-Hadith wal-’Athar” (the book which contains
the largest collection of rare and foreign words in the Hadith) by Ibn al-’ Athir
al-Jazari (al)Thahabi.

6. There are those who also erroneously added “Jamharat” Ibn Durayd (died
321H/ 933 C.E.) to Ibn Manzur’s major sources.

Whenever you finish it you feel that you must start again. The trip is a very
attractive one. Anyone who knows a little or a lot about dictionaries and lexicons
must realize that due to such figures like Ibn Manzur, who were not ready to give up
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