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Finally, Professor Abu Sulayman explained the
social and political objectives of pilgrimage, which
he viewed as a major annual conference that allows
all Muslims to discuss their problems and aspirations
as a global nation (zmmah).

It is my pleasure and honor to introduce Sheikh
Professor Abu Sulayman’s novel study as the third
lecture of Al-Maqasid Research Centre Lecture
Series.

Gasser Auda, Director
Al-Magqasid Research Centre



of the Islamic law, including rites and acts of
worship. He, then, elaborated on the spiritual benefits
of each of the pilgrimage rites especially the strong
reminders of the hereafter, cultural benefits as a result
of the interaction of pilgrims from various cultural
backgrounds, and economic benefits for promoting
Mecca as a ‘global market’ during the pilgrimage
season.

In terms of juridical objectives, Professor Abu
Sulayman  explained that magnanimity and
facilitation are the basic principles of pilgrimage
rites. He called for the hadith of the Prophet (peace
be upon him) in which he repeated the phrase: ‘No
burden on you,’ to be a ‘slogan for all of those who
give fatwa regarding pilgrimage today, especially
given that the number of pilgrims is in the order of
millions, and given the limitations on space and time
during the season.” He called for the ‘utilization’ of
various opinions from schools of Islamic law in order
to make the pilgrims’ trip as easy and enjoyable as
possible. He also called for a juridical methodology
that considers the situation of each pilgrim in farwa
and rejects literalism (harfiyah) that ignores the
practical consequences of fatwa.



Objectives of the Pilgrimage Rites

This is the third lecture in al-Maqasid Centre’s
series of lectures addressing various issues of
magqasid (philosophy, purposes, objectives, intents,
goals, and ends) of the Islamic law. Professor Abdul-
Wahhab Abu Sulayman addresses the subject of the
magqasid of pilgrimage rites in Islam. A number of
Islamic scholars had addressed the topic of the
‘secrets’ and ‘wisdoms’ behind these rites, such as al-
Qaffal al-Kabeer, Ibn Babaweah al-Qummi, and al-
Izz Ibn Abdul-Salam. Their views, however, reflected
their times and their ‘worldviews.” Professor Abdul-
Wahhab Abu Sulayman’s approach to the magasid of
pilgrimage rites in Islam reflects a contemporary
worldview, in which he reflects upon ‘cultural,’
‘economic,” ‘political,” and ‘social’ objectives, in
addition to the traditional faith-related and juridical
objectives.

Professor Abu Sulayman started the lecture with a
theoretical introduction of the topic of magasid, in
which he explains that the general objective of the
Islamic law 1is to contribute to people’s interests and
prohibits harm and mischief. He illustrated that this
general objective is consistent throughout the sections
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