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The Influence of Poetry on Political News A Reading in the
"Talibites' Assassinations' in the First Phase of the Abbasid Era
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Abstract

This study aims at conducting a critical reading to the poetry which
accompanied historical political news in the book "Magqaatil
AL Talibiyyen" (Talibites' Assassinations) by Abu AL-faraj AL-
Asfahani with special focus on the first abbasid phase in which there was
a struggle between the Abbasids and their cousins, the Talibites. The
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study emanates from a notion that views the structure of poetry as a
factor which may influence the structure of narrated news when the
composer is deeply aware of the function of poetry and the particularity
of its language and its considerable role in implying and signaling ideas
or in directly stating them. The study consist of several sections which
together deal with a single idea. It reviews the structure of news in
ancient manuscripts of an additive style, it explains the nature of the
correlation between the fictional and realistic structure in it, and uncovers
the doctrinal political structure in "Magatil AL-Talibiyyeen" in
particular. Then it analyzes the verses that contained their news in the
first phase and arranges them according to the poets, first in relation to
the assassinated persons themselves, second in relation to their families
and relatives, and third in relation to their supporter famous and mediocre
poets.

Keywords : Poetry , Political news, Criticism.
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