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(System of Reference..Meaning, types and importance)

Dr. Saeed Nasser Al-Ghamdi
Abstract:

All praise due to Allah, and peace and blessings of Allah be on the Prophet
Mohammed
At the beginning, this paper discusses the term "Reference" from the linguistic venue in
its origins and uses. And then it digs down deep to classical interpretation of the term
and its relation with the literal meaning. Following that, the paper shows how this term
was used by classical Muslim scholars, compared to their modern day counterparts.
The paper also shows that classical Muslim scholars used the term in three
distinctive ways:
e Asan Absolute term (reference frame)
e Bibliographical References (sources of knowledge)
e Personnel references (clergy and traditional scholars)
The paper then unveils the importance of the referential systems, and the role it
plays in shaping thoughts and ideologies.
The paper also differentiates between several types of Referential systems on
the aspects of:

Y. Self

Y. Sources and proof

Y. Usage

£, Consequences and results

Considering the above aspects, the paper went on to evaluate both the proper
and mislead Divine referential system, assuming the Muslim faith to be the proper, and
other faiths (Jewish, Christian, Pagan, and Materialism) to be mislead or deluded.

After that, the paper moved to state the resources and proof which all the
mentioned faiths stand against in defining their Referential systems, highlighting that
Referential systems are widely considered as a strong held belief or dogma, and
therefore influences actions greatly.

The paper also discussed the causes of strengths and weaknesses of an
individual to follow his/her referential system, and act according to its teachings.

Finally, the paper discusses the implication and outcomes of amplifying
referential systems on different conditions.

The Paper concludes with a Summary and an Index
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