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Abstract

The purpose of this dissertation is to demonstrate the different efforts made
by Muslims to free their Prisoners of War during the period from the first year after
Hijra to the year 692 AH . This was covered through an introduction chapter

followed by three chapters and a conclusion.

The dissertation presented a very novel idea that freeing slaves that had
converted to Islam in the early days from the tyranny of their enslavers was a form
of prisoner freeing. However, the first real prisoner experience for Muslims was
after the battle of Badr in which the basics of dealing and treating the detainees
were established. There is a good emphasis on how the Prophet Mohammad had a
strong concern in freeing and swapping prisoners of war , not only the living, but

also the remains of his soldiers.

Through the chapters, the reader feels this spirit that the different Muslim
leaders had inherited from their Prophet . There are different amazing examples of
how they put enormous efforts and sacrifices to free their prisoners. Indeed it was a
priority for them that had lead to starting wars over this aim particularly. Here, the
author states that India was concurred by Muslims on the orders of Al Hajaj; Bin
Yousef in response to a call of help from a Muslim female prisoner. Another
example is the famous (Wa Mo'tasemah) shout by another female Muslim lady that

led to the conquest of Amourya during the Abbasid era.

The dissertation also presents the different approaches made in order to
reach this goal; either by the prisoners themselves or through material
compensations or by prisoner swapping. It shows also how this priority was less
important in during the Fatimid era being Shiites and not deing really concerened

with Sunni prisoners.

This priority was put under intense light during the Crusade wars, especially
under Salah Aldeen Al Ayuby rule where his first and foremost concern was to fight
to free Muslim prisoners rather than to conquer and regain Muslim lands. Al

Mamlouk dynasty had even captured crusaders to use them for military and political
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gains which shows how important this subject was and how mature the Islamic
state had become in dealing with it that they even had established a separate
ministry for Prisoners of War that took care of the prisoners and their families

welfare.

In the third and last chapter of this dissertation, the author demonstrates how
these efforts were not exclusive to the leadership and how the community had
participated in the process of freeing their war prisoners. The Prisoners of War
were and still are a public affair that the leadership as well as the community should

be involved in the duty of freeing them.
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