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Abstract

The Foundations of Educational Thought in the Writings of
Al-Ghazali, Ibn Rushd and Ibn Khaldun: Analytical Study
Compared with Modern Educational Thought.

Prepared By: Abed EI-Monim H. Bani Awwad

Supervised by: Dr. Hasan A. Hyari

This study aims at illustrating the foundations of educational thought;
philosophically, psychologically (human), cognitively and socially in the
writings of Al-Gazali, Ibn Rushd and Ibn Khaldoon. It also focuses on the
similarities and differences between these foundations with reference to
those writers. Additionally, the study examines the educational roots of
philosophical, psychological (human), cognitive and social thought in the
Islamic and pramoutic literature.
To achieve the objectives of this study, the researcher identified the
foundations of educational thought contained in the works of Al-Gazali,
Ibn Khaldoon and Ibn-Rushd. The ideas were then compared with the
educational principles of the Islamic and Pragmatic schools.
In order to make a comparison among them and between the Islamic
and pragmatic schools to be aware of their differences and similarities,
the researcher benefited from the descriptive analytic method in
describing the educational foundatins in the writings of Ibn khaldoon,
Ibn-Rushd and Al-Gazali and as displayed by the Islamic and pragmatic
schools

Moreover, the researcher benefited from the comparative method in the
comparison between the educational thought in the writings of Al-Gazali,

Ibn- Rushd and Ibn Khaldoon on one side and the Islamic and pragmatic
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schools of thought on the other side. The study concludes with the
following results:-

The study reveals that the concept of AL-Gazali about (God) is understood
within (His presence in the past and the future and He is not a material or a
body and not related to a direction and not found in a certain place and He
can see and He is Sole, alive,and potent.He has the perfect sight and
hearing.). Al-Gazali is going with the Islamic school to prove what God
proves about Himself according to what we get from the Holy revelation.
This study shows (reveals) that Ibn Rushd's concept was that God is a mere
mind, the first actor and the cause of the universe.

However, as regards the unseen, this study shows that Al-Gazali, Ibn
Rushd, and Ibn Khaldoon believe in the unseen and they agree with the
Islamic school but disagree with the pragmatic school in denying the
unseen and confining it to an unknown and remote essence. Al-Gazali's
view about the universe is that it is not old, it has a creator, a justification
and he is in harmony with the Islamic school in this point. On the other
hand, Ibn Rushd viewed the universe as a continuous eternal creation
organized by a seperate creator. Ibn Khaldoon distinguished between two
kinds of universes, the Limitless Universe and the Relative Universe. The
Limitless Universe to him is God while the Relative Universe is the
creation itself. In that he agreed with the Islamic school which viewed the
universe as created by God and disagreed with the pragmatic school which
did not believe in the duality between the essence and the universe as
metaphsics according to them, meant that the essence is static and
everlasting while the universe is the external outcome and it is the most
needed.

The study shows that Al-Gazali's concept of the human soul had taken

different sufistic and philosoptic definitions. He differentiates between the
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self and its reality' and in that he radically disagreed with the Islamic
school. Ibn Rushd followed the philosophers when he divided the soul into
three categories: the plant soul, the animal soul and the rational soul which
is a primary perfection for the body. Ibn Khaldoon believes that the human
soul has dual nuture (spirit and body). The spirit is non-material and its
effect is clear upon the body and the human spirit comes at the highest
rank, so, the difference beltween them and the Islamic school is clear. We
find the word "soul" hundreds of times in the Holy Quran addressing
humans that it is not part of the human body as they believed. The Holy
Quran affirms that the soul and the body are two forms to one thing, the
human being is composed of two parts: the material and the spiritual. They
disagreed with the pragmatic school which denied the duality of the human
nature. The duality of the spiritual and material parts of the human being.
The study concludes that the social origins and the relationship between the
individual and the society are taken from the Quran and Sunna. They agree
with the Islamic school that the human being is a sociable creature in
nature, and can't live isolated from his society. They disagree with the
pragmatic school about the evolution of societies and values. However, the
Islamic school agrees with the pragmatic school that good life is the life in
which the person is in harmony with himself and his society. Finally the
study shows that Ibn Rushd and Al-Gazali had been influenceed by both
the Islamic and Greek thought as regards the origin of cognition.

Al-Gazali took from Plato the instinctive knowledge where the child is
born supplied with potential knowledge which is covered with rogue and
undistinguished coverings. Ibn Rushd took from Aristotle when he
transcends the mental knowledge and adopted the proof method. He tried
to apply it to all philosophical issues. Ibn Khaldoon divided the sciences

into mental and religious (from Quran and Sunna), mental in the sense that
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it is the outcome of the human thinking and perception and Religious in the
sense that it relies on the legislator (God) who defined its origins. The
differences between them and the pragmatic school is that the latter
adopted that cognition origin ates from direct experience while knowledge
in its view is not a priority and does not precede experience but comes

from the experience itself and it is the true outcome of it.
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Abstract

The Foundations of Educational Thought in the Writings of
Al-Ghazali, Ibn Rushd and I1bn Khaldun: Analytical Study
Compar ed with M odern Educational Thought.

Prepared By: Abed EI-Monim H. Bani Awwad

Supervised by: Dr. Hasan A. Hyari

This study aims at illustrating the foundations of educational thought;
philosophically, psychologically (human), cognitively and socialy in the
writings of Al-Gazali, Ibn Rushd and Ibn Khaldoon. It also focuses on the
similarities and differences between these foundations with reference to
those writers. Additionally, the study examines the educational roots of
philosophical, psychological (human), cognitive and social thought in the
|slamic and pramoutic literature.

To achieve the objectives of this study, the researcher identified the
foundations of educational thought contained in the works of Al-
Gazali, 1bn Khaldoon and Ibn-Rushd. The ideas were then compared
with the educational principles of the Islamic and Pragmatic schools.

In order to make a comparison among them and between the Islamic
and pragmatic schools to be aware of their differences and similarities,
the researcher benefited from the descriptive anaytic method in
describing the educational foundatins in the writings of I1bn khaldoon,
Ibn-Rushd and Al-Gazali and as displayed by the Islamic and
pragmatic schools

Moreover, the researcher benefited from the comparative method in the

comparison between the educationa thought in the writings of Al-Gazali,

Ibn- Rushd and Ibn Khaldoon on one side and the Iamic and pragmatic
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schools of thought on the other side. The study concludes with the
following results:-

The study reveals that the concept of AL-Gazali about (God) is
understood within (His presence in the past and the future and Heisnot a
material or abody and not related to a direction and not found in a certain
place and He can see and He is Sole, alive,and potent.He has the perfect
sight and hearing.). Al-Gazali is going with the Iamic school to prove
what God proves about Himself according to what we get from the Holy
revelation.

This study shows (reveals) that Ibn Rushd's concept was that God is a
mere mind, the first actor and the cause of the universe.

However, as regards the unseen, this study shows that Al-Gazali, 1bn
Rushd, and Ibn Khaldoon believe in the unseen and they agree with the
Islamic school but disagree with the pragmatic school in denying the
unseen and confining it to an unknown and remote essence. Al-Gazali's
view about the universeisthat it is not old, it has a creator, a justification
and he is in harmony with the Islamic school in this point. On the other
hand, 1bn Rushd viewed the universe as a continuous eternal creation
organized by a seperate creator. Ibn Khaldoon distinguished between two
kinds of universes, the Limitless Universe and the Relative Universe. The
Limitless Universe to him is God while the Relative Universe is the
creation itself. In that he agreed with the Isamic school which viewed the
universe as created by God and disagreed with the pragmatic school
which did not believe in the duality between the essence and the universe
as metaphsics according to them, meant that the essence is static and
everlasting while the universe is the external outcome and it is the most
needed.

The study shows that Al-Gazali's concept of the human soul had taken
different sufistic and philosoptic definitions. He differentiates between
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the self and its redlity' and in that he radically disagreed with the Islamic
school. Ibn Rushd followed the philosophers when he divided the soul
into three categories: the plant soul, the animal soul and the rational soul
which is a primary perfection for the body. Ibn Khaldoon believes that
the human soul has dual nuture (spirit and body). The spirit is non-
material and its effect is clear upon the body and the human spirit comes
at the highest rank, so, the difference beltween them and the Islamic
school is clear. We find the word "soul" hundreds of times in the Holy
Quran addressing humans that it is not part of the human body as they
believed. The Holy Quran affirms that the soul and the body are two
forms to one thing, the human being is composed of two parts. the
material and the spiritual. They disagreed with the pragmatic school
which denied the duality of the human nature. The duality of the spiritual
and material parts of the human being.

The study concludes that the social origins and the relationship between
the individual and the society are taken from the Quran and Sunna. They
agree with the Ilamic school that the human being is a sociable creature
in nature, and can't live isolated from his society. They disagree with the
pragmatic school about the evolution of societies and values. However,
the Ilamic school agrees with the pragmatic school that good life is the
life in which the person is in harmony with himself and his society.
Finaly the study shows that Ibn Rushd and Al-Gazali had been
influenceed by both the Ilamic and Greek thought as regards the origin
of cognition.

Al-Gazali took from Plato the instinctive knowledge where the child is
born supplied with potential knowledge which is covered with rogue and
undistinguished coverings. Ibn Rushd took from Aristotle when he
transcends the mental knowledge and adopted the proof method. He tried
to apply it to al philosophical issues. Ibn Khadoon divided the sciences
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into mental and religious (from Quran and Sunna), mental in the sense
that it is the outcome of the human thinking and perception and Religious
in the sense that it relies on the legislator (God) who defined its origins.
The differences between them and the pragmatic school is that the latter
adopted that cognition origin ates from direct experience while
knowledge inits view isnot a priority and does not precede experience

but comes from the experience itself and it is the true outcome of it.
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