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Abstract

This study of the educational thought of Ibn Al-Jawzi aims at shedding
light on the various aspects of the educational thought of this Scholar. It also
aims at highlighting the philosophical, cultural and social principles on which
his thoughts were based. In the end, it endeavors to bring to light the
contributions of Moslem Scholars in the field of education, and to determine to
which extent we can benefit from those contributions in our present time.

This study endeavors to answer this major question: What are the
main features of the educational thought of Ibn Al-Jawzi ?

In order to answer this question it was necessary to answer the
questions related to it and which focus on this scholar’s view point on science,
scholars and science students as well as the educational principles, ideas and
fundamentals contained in his writings and the methods of acquiring learning
at his time; and then comparing those thoughts with the temporary educational
thought, and eventually measuring to what extent are these thoughts being
applied in the Arab world nowadays.

To answer these questions, a descriptive — historical method was used .
Researcher portrayed and analyzed the educational thoughts found in all Ibn
Al-Jawzi available books.

This study came to the conclusion that the educational thought of Ibn
Al-Jawzi was based on his orthodox belief, as illustrated in his focus on the
religious ethical and moral education . His thought which was derived from the
Quran and the Sunna - Prophet’s tradition- was manifested in his vision of the
purpose of science as being seeking the knowledge of Allah and obeying His
commands.

In his writings Ibn Al-Jawzi portrayed his view of the qualities of both,
the teacher and the learner and provided many teaching methods and
mediums. His educational philosophy was not limited to the mosque or places of
learning, but included educating women and rulers.

His views on education which were moral and correctional were
dictated by the need to reform the social illnesses of his age.

This research concluded that some of the educational principles of Ibn
Al-Jawzi are concurrent with modern educational thought, such as: taking
individual differences into account, long — term education , learning by doing
the importance of literacy , time as an academic value , training the brain,
student motivation, and learning for apprehension .

However , some of his principles contradicted with modern educational
thought , as he stressed the importance of memorization and objected to
studying two disciplines at the same time and advocated corporal punishment,
as these ideas are not acceptable in modern educational thought.
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The study recommended the following:

Recommending those in charge of the educational process to show
more concern for teachers and students and to focus on individualized
learning , long — term learning, learning by doing , educating the mind
and training it through critical thinking and problem - solving skills.

Requesting researchers to conduct the following studies:
—  Conducting a comparative study among the moral education in
the thoughts of Ibn Al-Jawzi, Al-Ghazali and Ibn — sena .
—  Women education in the educational Islamic thought throughout
the ages .
— Ruler education in the educational Islamic thought throughout
the ages .
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