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Abstract

Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds, and prayer and peace be upon his honest
Prophet Mohammad and his pure and virtuous household, the :

It 1s inevitable for the jurist, whose task is extracting legitimate rules and
orders, to know and comprehend them for the sake of complying with them,
shielding religion from extinction, teaching them to people or spreading them
among people. But satisfying these rules would not be achieved through what can
be understood from the surface meaning of the Holy Quran, mind and consensus
judgment, and the elaborated and successive information, because what can be
received from all of that would result in knowing only the necessary rules, not the
absolute details.

Thus, it is clear that legitimate order, in most of cases, would be not achieved
unless by adopting the sayings told by the infallible Imams (peace be upon
them).And this is depending on verifying the methods and the chain of authorities
on which traditions issued by them(peace be upon them) are based, whether in the



single narration or in the evaluation of successiveness and elaboration, and this is
what hagiography deals with, as it would not be taken up soundly and equably
without closely examination of the general bases and principles of invalidation and
amendment, and authorization and approbation as they are general principles,
evidences, and rules for the hagiographical research.

For this end, I have studied the hagiographical bases of Imamiya, which were
total principles and common rules that would benefit the extractor in his extraction
or in his revision of the hagiographical books as they ensure great insight for the
traditionalist. They were often explained by many traditionalists at the beginnings
or at the ends of their books- and do not exceed more than more some mat



ters that would be studied in detail successively.

My thesis was entitled " Hagiographical Bases of Imamiya- A Study in
Hagiographical books", and included an introduction, four chapters, and a
conclusion. The first chapter was entitled " A preface to Hagiography, its
Development and the Need for it", in which I studied hagiography, its definition,
subject and aims, profits, emergence, development, its relations with the other
sciences, the need for it, the proofs of those admitting its need.

While the second chapter was entitled "The Hagiographical Books", in which
I studied Al-Barqi's Rijal, Al-Dhua'faa’ Book of Ibnul-Ghadhae'ri, Fahras Al-
Najjashi, Ikhtiyar Al-Rijal of Sheikh Tusi , Fahras Kutob Al-Shi'a wa Asmaa' Al-
Musanifeen Minhum, Ashab Al-O'sool of Sheikh Tusi, and Rijal Al-Sheikh Al-
Tusi.

As for the third chapter was entitled "Special Methods of Authorization and
Approbation", in which I studied narrations told by one of the infallibles (peace be
upon them), narrations told by one of the earlier authorities, authorization of one of
the later authorities, consensus call by the earlier and the later authorities, praise
revealing the goodness of the surface™ meaning, and the extractor's endeavor to
gather evidences.

The fourth chapter was entitled "General Methods of Authorization and
Approbation", in which I studied the chain of authorities of the consensus
followers, the authorities' sheikhs, the persons who were rightly described as
authority narrators, the persons who were agreed to validate their narrations,
authorization sheikhs, Imam Sadeq companions (peace be upon him) in the Sheikh
Tusi's Men , Imam's authorization, Imam's accompaniment, asking God to be
mercy of the traditionalists, writing a book, mentioning a chain of authorities
judged to be valid, the traditionalists' attitude towards the Qummi narrators, and
mentioning the chain of authorities of AI-Qummi Interpretation book and the book
of Kamel Al- Ziyarat.

To ensure utility, I added to this chapter the terms used in the invalidation and
amendment, justified reasons in the invalidation and amendment, and
inconsistence between invalidation and amendment.

In the conclusion, I have dealt with the most important results I have arrived at,
these are:
1-Need for hagiography is urgent and required as long as extracting orders is
depending on it.
2-Adopting the traditionalists' sayings as they are an intuition fruit or what was
close to it.
3-dispute in the uprightness of the narrators would not exclude the need for
hagiography. What was needed, in fact, is the meaning agreed on by general
consent.
4-Al-Barqi's Men is one of the writings of Ahmed bin Mohammad Al-Barqi. Its
important would be manifested in its dealing with the narrators' classes.

5-Al-Dua'faa' book is one of the writings of Ahmed bin Al-Hussein Al-Ggadhae'ri
and its and its attribution to his author is proved.



6-Advancing what Al-Najjashi said to what the others said.

7-The original piece of Rijal Al-Keesh did not arrive to us, and what was in
common use is Ikhtiyar Al-Sheikh Al-Tusi.

8-Al-Allamah Al-Hilli do not depend on the authenticity of uprightness in the
authorization.

9-Taking into consideration the authorization and consensus of the earlier and later
authorities without any distinction.

10-Accepting invalidation and amendment without mentioning reasons when there
is an agreement between the invalidator's and the amender's sect, and non-
accepting them without mentioning reasons when there is a difference.
11-Incorrectness of advancing invalidation to amendment, nor vice versa, but there
should be a balance between their concepts.

12-Validity of narrations told by the consensus followers without authorizing their
sheikhs.

13-Accepting the successive and the single narrations of Safwan bin Yahya and his
fellows.

14-Authorizing the direct sheikhs of Ali bin Ibrahim Al-Qummi and Ibn
Qouloweih.

As for the references I depended on in my study were varied between the
hagiographical books, Hadith books, jurisprudence books, books of principles of
jurisprudence, and the language and country lexicons.

At last, I do not claim perfection for my study, though I have scarified every
effort to be as I wished. If I succeeded, that is what sought, and if I failed, I could
say that I am a man and a subject to error. Sufficient unto us is God, to Him I
recommend my soul and to Him I turn in repentance, praise be to God, the Lord of
the worlds.

Researcher



