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Educational Thought of Al-Emam
Ahmad' Bin Hanbal

By:
Khitam Mahmoud Al-Quraan

Abstract

This research in education studies tends to show Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal's
educational thought.

The thesis consists of an in introduction, four chapters and a conclusion which
includes the findings and recommendations made by the researcher,

Chapter one includes Imam Ahmad's descent, his academic biography; his
political, social and cultural environment and his status as a scholar which comprises
the main theme of this chapter.

Chapter two includes the development of educational thought in the age of Imam
Ahmad and his contribution in the development thereof. It contains a brief idea on
educational thought in the days of the prophet, the Orthodoxs Caliphs, and educational
thought during the time of Imam Ahmad, his contribution therefor; its distinctive
characteristics and the Imam's contribution to its development in several fields.

Chaprer three included the educational views of the Imam. They include the good
manners of the scholar and the learner, the concept of ascetism and piety according to
Imam Ahmad and their impact on behavioral education; and aims, characteristics,
curricula and methods of Islamic teaching.

The fourth and last chapter has dealt with Imam Ahmad's ordeal. It throws light
on the concept of the ordeal and a brief historical outicok together with its educational
effect. In addition, this chapter points out Imam Ahmad's steadfastness in facing
ideological diversion, his call to returning to he true original sources without any
distorion or change: and then the education at effects of the ordeal.

The study ends up with a conclusion which includes the findings and
recommendations most mmportant of which is that Imam Ahmad was an outstanding
figure in Islamic educational thought, and one who made a considerable contribution to
its activation and development and particularly in Imam Ahmad's confrontation with
scholastic theologians and his advocation of returning to the Book (Quran) and Sunnah,
the two basic sources of Islamic education.

Another important recommendation is 10 carry on further researches in the field of
Imam Ahmad's behavioural education because of the great benefits that can be derived

there from. i ’ 1 . Y.‘
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