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Abstract

The Aundelsian Literature is an integral part of both the Arabic Literature history and the
intellectual Arabic product in general. It is also a natural extension of the Arabic literature in
the Orient. Such important status within the Arabic Literature, in addition to its
humanitarian, national and historical importance makes it unique in some aspects that
distinguish it from the oriental literature. Therefore, this study comes as a fulfillment for a
period of nearly eight long centuries that can’t be ignored in the Arabic literature history.

In spite of the high importance of the asceticism literature as it represents a prominent trend
of the Aundelsian literature, it was ignored by many literature researchers, and thus there is
a shortage of such studies. From this point, this study entitled Asceticism in the Andalusian
Poetry in the fourth and fifth Hijeri centuries) is presented to fill in the gap in the field of
Aundelsian studies.

This research study consists of a preface, five chapters and a conclusion.

The preface describes the political, social, cultural and intellectual life in both the Caliphate
and Communities Ages and the changes that happened at that time. Additionally, the study
shows how literature had been influenced by the political situation that was dominant at
that time.

The first chapter presents the concept of Asceticism and its relationship to Sufism. Then, it
reviews the emergence of asceticism and its evolution over the ages and reasons behind its
spread in Andalus during that period.

The second chapter deals with the Poetic lexicon of ascetic poets through a binary study of a
two semantic sides which contains the young and old, condemnation of the richness and the
glorification of poverty, sin and repentance, life and death, and finally heaven and hell.

The third chapter includes the intertextuality in the poetry of asceticism, where the concept
of intertextuality and its evolution have been discussed. There is also a discussion of the
types of intertextuality, which were very common in the ascetic poetry, such as the
intertextuality of Quranic vocabulary , Quranic composition, Quranic meaning, Quranic
interval or comma and the Hadith Sharif (prophets’ sayings) .

The fourth chapter explains the poetic image; it shows the most common and prominent
types of partial images of the ascetic poetry represented in analogy with all its types,
metaphor with its two types and metonymy.

The fifth chapter highlights some of the stylistic phenomena that have a prominent
presence in the ascetic poetry and some of its most important examples are the Structural
Devices ( command , prohibition , Question, Wish or appeal and call) and the phenomenon
of repetition , juxtaposition and alliteration.



The study reveals the following results:

1. Theroots of ancient asceticism are very old and not related to the manifestation
of the Islamic religion. Asceticism is deep-rooted since the age of ignorance
(Jahelei’a) but it’s deepened by the emergence of Islam where it derivesits
main principles from the Qur’an.

2. When asceticism emerged in Andalus, it was influenced by orient Arab
conquerors, and it was associated with scholars’ revolution against the
(Rabedei) reign. So, asceticism was a source of release to the waves of anger
experienced by scholars and other members of the community.
The political and social conditions were the main reason behind the strengthening of the
ascetic tendency in the Andalusian society, where the society was mixed up with many
contradictions, e.g. the richness and shame in contract to misery and deprivation and finally
the bloody political conflicts.

Types of ascetic poems structures and forms range from the complete poems on ascetisism
as appeared in Abu Ishag El-Alberi poetry to the stanzas which were exclusive on the
subject of asceticism. The last form of ascetic poetry was just some verses in poems that
dealt with close purposes of asceticism like the poetry of consolation and wisdom.

The topics and the themes which were prominent in the ascetic poetry varied alot and this
indicates the coverage of ascetic poetry to all aspects of life whether in thislife or inthe
hereafter the most widely used one was the binary of life and death and the least used was
the binary of heaven and hell.

The language of asceticism is characterized by simplicity , clarity and distance from
strangeness because it was a direct rhetorical addressing speech that aims at influencing
people’'s minds and souls.The asceticism Andalusian poets are linked to their heritage of the
holy Qur’an and Hadith Sharif (prophets’ sayings) since they are the main sources and
important components of the Andalusians’ culture.

Poets of asceticism employed the different types of the partial poetic image, such as analogy,
metaphor and metonymy. Also, the poets pay great interest to analogy since it occupies a
large areain their poetry; therefore, their analogy and images are alive and embody the real
meaning making it close to the outlet and the clear significance.

Furthermore, the ascetic poets employ many stylistic features that are exploited by poets in
the production of significance and enrichment of the content. Some of the most important
features are the structural devices, repetition, juxtaposition and alliteration because of their
significant impact in achieving the semantic depth and rhythm.
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