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The Term of Exaggeration between performance and Modification
Abstract

This research tried to investigate the term of exaggeration in the ancient critical register
starting with the release of the term in its original resources in the dictionary, Holy Quran
and Prophetic Tradition before pursuing critics and rhetoricians. The researcher found that
the term has been repeated under different titles such as exaggeration 'mubalagah’,
Immoderation (ifrat), hyperbole (Igrag) and profundity (Igal). The critics' views of the term
varied according to their percrption of the Quranic verses whichincluded the word
"exaggeration' in its specific contexts. The verses showed its meaning as lying against truth
and honesty only in its religions context, the fact which made some rehotricians refuse the
terms completely and they believed the Holy Quran could not imply it on the other hand,
some critics were divided into two groups: one of them approved of and the other did not,
but on the condition that the recipient should consider words such as if, if not, and may. This
was evident through their definitions; different meanings were associated like exceeding and
increase, elevation, immoderateness, not being in the right and claiming the term. All these
meanings were perceived as the disadvantages of poets and poetry, as a result of using the
term by analogy with right and truth and honesty being attached to reality. Most of their
critical and rhetoric studies of the term and their attitudes were related to direct reasons, the
most important of which is the nature of religious thinking of the term. They remained
circulating in the sphere of the specific and restricting prohibition which was stated in the
Holy Quran around the word "exaggeration". Its view was associated with the social and
ethical reasons when critics interpreted it by measuring the artistic to the religious. All this
did not prevent a group of rhetoricians who were able to exceed the circumstances in which
the contexts of verses implying the term exaggeration were revealed. They understood the
term from the artistic point of view, the fact which enabled them to understand it and move
freely with the term within critical and rhetoric texts, exceeding the mentality of old critics,
their social entity and cultural mixture.

The term started by these critics who considered it from the artistic point of view as a
clear reflection of what poets really achieved in regard to optic creativity. This fact showed
the inability of old critical register to reveal the essence of exaggeration, and understanding
its artistic secrets. It also revealed the inability of the critic's imagination to keep up with the
poet's imagination.

The researcher thinks that the term exaggeration, with all its deviation and expansion,
is a new ordering of the rhetoric which exceeds the sense of taste that cherished the familiar
and normal, the available enjoyment of the recipient and paved the way to the powers of
rational and mental perception in order to practice their at most for imagination through
whatever surprising feeling and pictures given by the words within structures. This cannot be
archived without breaking the structure of expectation in prevailing social situations, the
limited view which kept considering the term as exceeding the description limit, or the
extent as exceeding the meaning or utterance.

In spite of the fact that nobody told us about the exceeding limit or extent of
exaggeration, their definitions shed their negative shades on the term under the influence of
different effects, which the researcher attributed to ethical, social and religious factors, that
were perceived in a wrong way.
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