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Abstract:

Studying inversion, most ancient and modern scholars focus
on the semantic significance of the preceding element in the
sentence forsaking the implication of succeeding element.
Therefore, it is frequent to come across comments such as “This
element occurs first to be highlighted”, It occurs in the front
because it is more likely to preoccupy the mind” or” It comes first
to imply exclusiveness”...etc.

Actually, not all inverted structures imply importance or
draw the attention to the preceding element. Inversion as a stylistic
device may be used as a way of introducing the succeeding element
which can be more important in particular contexts. In this respect,
inversion has the significance of drawing the attention of the
addressee to what comes next not first. The succeeding element can
be delayed also when it depends on the preceding element as is the
case with conditional sentences. Likewise, a subject can be delayed
to imply magnitude or comprehensiveness. The succeeding element
comes next also when the speaker wants to speak exclusively about
a particular person or group using the Arabic particles ¥ 5ma
and illa , ) innama or express any other meaning. To conclude,
inversion in Arabic is not always used to highlight the preceding
element at the expense of the succeeding element.

This paper aims at underlining the implications of the
succeeding element in inverted structures together with the
significance of the preceding element exploring their contributions
to the overall meaning of the sentence.
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