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Abstract. Orality is of a great importance in the Arab civilization which relies heavily on the oral
tradition. The oral character of this civilization is better seen in its literary production. We chose to look
at the anecdote through the angle of orality. Our interest in the anecdote is not due only to its being an old
literary genre which has not received the right attention from the part of researchers. Rather, we would
like to revisit the idea which sees the anecdote as ‘the product of the lips' and that it is one of the most
oral genres in literary prose.

The present work includes four parts and a conclusion. In the first part, “introduction”, we expose
the orality and codification and define literary anecdote. The second part deals with the characteristics of
orality in tale. The third part focuses on the characteristics of orality at the discourse level. In the fourth
part, we look at the relationship between orality and codification.

In tale, literary anecdote is characterized by a simple structure and is basically a story of utterances
produced by typical characters. Its short events usually take place in a city setting. It is the product of the
presence of spirit, improvisation, and listening. It is also characterized by concision in expressions and, at
the same time, density in meaning. It also invokes the ease of the expression and the clarity of
communication. The literal anecdote is not restricted to in its production to the content of the utterance.
Instead, it makes use of the sonority of the vowels which are truncated by rhythm or realized through case
marking. The anecdote is generally reported with no mention of the source because its purpose is not to
target truth, rather it attempts at entangling the listener in a web of illusion and weirdness.

Literary anecdote, on the other hand, requires an actor and a spectator. It is, thus, a theatrical
production difficult to report via writing and speaking which can only be achieved through attendance.
Movement, as well as allure, gestures, and the situational context are of great importance in transmitting
the anecdote and in human communication.

Although this research tries to investigate the role of orality in the literary anecdote by using a
written text, our approach could not escape the bias of some writing processes. Our task is made even
more difficult when dealing with technical issues related to orality.



