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EFFECT OF THINNING OUT OF PRIMARY BRANCHES ON
VEGETATIVE AND FRUITFULNESS CHARACTERISTICS
AMD TANNINS PERCENTAGE OF POMEGRANATE
"PUNICA GRANATUM L. " TV, SOUR SALIMI

‘ J. H. Al-Neami
Horticulture Dep. - Cellegs of Agriculture - University of Baghdad

ABSTRACT

An experimant was conducied at a private pomegranate corchard ir Dora/Baghdad on
pomegranate cv., Sour Salimi for two seasons 2001 and 2002. Twelve fruitful and upiform trees, 15 years
old were selected. The treatments were as foliows :

Withouat thinning (control), and thinning out to 4, 3 and 2 stems/tree as treatment 2.3 and 4,
respectively,

Results showed that there are significant increases in leaf area, leaves chlorophyll content, leaves
dry weight percentage, length of internade, fryit set percentage, yield/tree, fruit weight, fruit size and fruit
flesh/frait percentage for the treatment 3, which were 914.0mm?’, 39.19%, 48.96%, 4.08cm, 90.75%,
24.86kg, 1 12.23g, 224.22em” and 21.04% resPectﬁvelv, cempared with unthinned control trees which were
128.50 mm*, 22.77%, 45.22%, 2.73¢m, 83.25%, 16.5%kg, 107.07g, 158.03cm” and 17.29%, respectively. On
the other hand, this treatment significantly decreased the number of fraits/iree, fruit cracking percentage,
rind weight/Trult and seed weight/fruit.

“ontro! treaiment had significantly higher tannins percentage in fruit rind and dry leaves for two
spasons compared with other treatments.
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