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AN OUTLOOK ON THE FUTURE OF THE TEACHER COLLEGES
IN THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA
Hamdan Ahmed Al-Ghamdi '
Associate Professor, Department of Psychology and Education,
- Teachers College, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract

The present study aimed to explore the prospect of the Teacher
Colleges in Saudi Arabia. To achieve this aim, the current roles of these
colleges were first pointed out. The current and future changes in the world
and inside the kingdom, which may have an impact on these colleges. were
also explored, the purpose was t0 suggest possible measures to put this
prospect into real practice.

The study has examined the most important concepts and theoretical
bases of the functions of higher education institutes in general and of the
teacher colleges in particular. Reference has been made to the literature of
relevant studies. :

Research has shown that the current functions of the Teacher
Colleges are still too traditional in nature and consequently out dated in their
programs. This would limit there roles in the development of the individual
and the society.

The study has shown that world variables affectmg the job of these
colleges include, information explosion, technological explosion,
communication and cultural glbbalization, and the economy of information.

The local variables affecting the roles of these colleges include the
development of man power, the high rate of population increase, the
financing of education, the technological development and information
build up, and finally the need for maintaining the culture and identity of the
Saudi society.

The study foresees the prospect of these colleges in the achievement
of the following fanction; information transmission {education and training).
development of information (academic research), application of information




(community service) and globalization of information (international
cooperation). The fulfillment of thete roles requires:

Re-phrasing of the objectives of these colleges.

Using new techniques and procedures in the enroliment of new
students.

Using new techniques in teaching, classroom interaction and
evaluation.

Embracing new systems of education that can cope with the
requirements of the changes in the world.

Designing new and flexible programs and introducing new
majors.

Providing the appropriate climate for preparing students for their
future life.

Making the best of the outcomes of the scientific research in
solving the problems of the society and facing the challenges of
the future.

Paying greater attention to training and life education.
Addressing the balance between academic and professional
preparation of the graduates according to the future needs of the
society. |

Upgrading the performance of the staff.

Finally, programs of post-graduate studies in these colleges are
highly recommended as a way of upgrading these colleges.
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