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PREDICTION OF MILK YIELD ON THE BASIS OF SOME
GROWTH CHARACTERISTICS OF FRIESIAN COWS IN
THE MIDDLE OF IRAQ

N. H. Al -Kudsi
Dept. of Animal Res. - College of Agriculture -University of Baghdad

ABSTRACT

The study was carried out using 270 records of Friesian cows in Latifiya dairy project located 30
km. south of Baghdad. The data used were obtained from cows from their birth to completing the third
lactation. Correlation coefficients between partial and total milk production, live weight and body weight
gains were calculated during the penod from birth to breeding ages. In addition, regression of the milk
yield on live weight and body weight gain were estimated at the cow age.

The miik yield of third lactation (4954 kg.) was significantly (p<0.05) higher than the second and
first lactation (4162 and 3679 kg ) , consequently. -

There was positive correlation (0.004) between production of 6 moenth and the birth wc:ght , and

negative correlation (- 0.06) between the total milk yield and the birth weight .
All the correlation ceefficients between the partial and total milk productlon were negatively

significant ( P < 0.05 ) with daily gain from birth to mating weight (-0.15 ,-0.18 ,-0.12 and -0.15,
consequently) . The regression of total milk production was significant ( P <0.05) upon the mating age,
meanwhile the partial and total milk production was signiﬁcant (P < 0.05,P<0.01 )} upon the daily gain
from birth to mating age which was -277.276, -267.773, -575.536 and-603.923 kg / kg , consequently.
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