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1.1. Introduction

Order is defined as "the pattern of relationships constituting or
underlying a linear sequence of linguistic units" (Crystal. 1985:
215). It is helpful to throw some light on the way in which language
is employed for emotive, aesthetic, rhetorical, or connotative
purposes ; that is, the placement of some words, phrases or clauses
in initial position or the delay of others to final position is not a
random process. In addition, order itself is variable within certain
limits ; and that variability contributes in a notable way to the
general flexibility of the language. However, the present study
concentrates on the order of causal elements in the Quran which is
the holy book of the Islamic World. It tackles the problem at two

levels : the clause and the sentence.
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1.2. The Order of Causal Elements at Clause

Level

A clause is a group of words which in itself is capable of being
a sentence ; that is, an independent clause is looked upon as the
equivalent of simple sentence. In such a construction a prepositional
phrase stands for the causal element. However, a prepositional
phrase introduced by the preposition ‘ (~ because of’ occupies a
final position in the clause or it may be placed first, e.g.

(4 5% G o sl (e o380 (e s 155) « DHe hides himself from men
because of the bad news (the Quran, Chapter 16, Verse 59).

( Us)s\ aglilad ) @ Because of their sins they were

drowned. (The Quran. Chapter 7 1, Verse 25).

[3

Prepositional phrases introduced by the preposition ¢ =

because of ° may also occupy a final or initial position, e.g.
( agallay A llall 33818 @)

The thunderbolt smote them because of their wickedness.
(Hie Quran, Chapler 4, Verse 153).

(2%, 450 @ Allah has cursed them because of their
unbelief. (The Quran, Chapter 2, Verse 88).

(423 aga)) agale 33538) O Their Lord let loose His scourge

because of their crime. (The Quaran, Chapter 91, Verse 14).
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(2255 1 23308) © Allah scourged them because of their sins.
(The Quran, Chapler 40, Verse 21)
(salial 24800 2¢.nii Led) ) Because of their breaking their
covenant We cursed them. (The Quran, Chapter 5, Verse 13).
(3¢ Eal clid 20k Ga5a 1530 Gl G eﬂa.‘) ® Because of
the
Jews' iniquity, We forbade them good things which were
allowed them. (The Quran, Chapter 4, Verse 160).
The preposition ‘s* because of” is also used in the Quran to
show reason. The phrase introduced by it may occupy a final
position or it may be included within the clause, e.g.
(4t i g3 G5 © This is the man on whose account you
reproached me. (The Quran, Chapler 12, Verse 32).
(ke Clie 4 2iladl s b 280 ) OA terrible punishment
because of what you did, would inflict you. (‘lhe Quran,
Chapter 24, Verse 14).
The preposition ¢ = because of> also indicates reason. The
phrase introduced by this preposition occupies a final position, e.g.
(goic e o Xl Wi J6) @Y He said, “these riches were
given to me because of the knowledge | possess (the Quran, Chapter
28, Verse 78).
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1.3. The Order of Causal Elements in Complex

Sentences

A complex sentence has one independent clause and one or
more subordinate clauses. However, the causal clauses in the Quran
are expressing reason. They are introduced by various
subordinators. The causal clause introduced by the subordinator
‘L because’ may follow or precede the independent clause, e.g.

(V508 W 2654 ) @D we requited them because they were
ungrateful. (The Quran, Chapter 34, Verse 17).

(Gl i 1 e o5l a8y el Cile G35 aslly @
Today you are awarded a chastisement of disgrace because you
spoke against Allah other than truth (The Quran, Chapter 6,
Verse 93).
astray, | will seduce them on earth. (The Quran, Chapter 15,
Verse 39).

(Ainal) Sl a2 BB 81521 Lk JB) @9 you have led me
astray, | will waylay them as they walk on Your straight path (The
Quran, Chapter 7, Verse 16).

The subordinator ( 3 since) is used in the Quran to express
reason (lbn Hisham, W.D.: 1, 81-82). A clause introduced by this
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subordinator may follow the independent clause, e.g.
(80 bl 55035 1518 3 ¢ G paliad] V5 g S0l V5 i e 2T Lad)
®)Nothing did their ears, their eyes, or their eyes avail them since

they denied the revelations of Allah (The Quran, Chapter 46,
Verse 26). Also, the subordinate clause may precede the
independent one, e.g.

(8 4815 6l 41555 21 45
guidance, they say: ‘This is an ancient falsehood’ (The Quran,
Chapter 46, Verse 11).

(e 15508 0 ¥ &5 s AT 315 ) @9 Because you
depart from them and from their idols, go to the cave for shelter-
(The Quran, Chapter 1 8, Verse 1 6).

(7 And since (hey reject its

: Also, the clause introduced by the subordinator '3 may be
included within the independent clause, e.g.

(&8 it il o &3 el 3 25l 288 0l5) @9 1t will not
avail you on this day, because you have done wrong, that you
share lasting punishment (The Quran, Chapter 43, Verse 39).

The subordinator ‘LS because’ is also used to introduce a
causal clause (cf. llasan, 1975: Il, 516, Ibn Hisham, W.D.: I,
176) which can follow or precede the independent clause, e.g.
(213 WL 5 5°&315) @ Remember Him because He gave you
guidance (The Quaran, Chapter- 2, Verse 198).
(Isia A5 W& Waa)l) @Y Have mercy on them because
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they nursed me when | was an infant (The Quaran,
Chapter 17, Verse 24).

(RN 57838 ¢ paled ) &8 T &alkis) @ Because We
have sent to you an apostle of your own who will recite to you Our
revelations and purify you of sin, who will instruct you in the book
and in wisdom and teach you that of which you have no knowledge,
remember Me, then, | will remember you (The Quran, Chapter 2,
Verse 151-152).

The subordinator ¢ ok because’ also introduces a subordinate
clause of reason which always follows the independent clause, e.g.
(Gseiin ¥ 238 250 288 80 Ga) @ Allah has turned away
their hearts because they are senseless people (The Quran, Chapter
9, Verse 129).
(G yaa VS8 26 Al C325) @9 e will punish a number of
people because they are guilty (The Quran, Chapter 9, Verse 66).
A subordinate clause of reason introduced by the lightened
subordinator*Jl because’always follows the independent clause. e.g.
(555 &L 1 53 O 615 O LA & 44N @9 They drive  the
apostle and yourselves out of your city because you believe in
Allah, your Lord (The Quran, Chapter 60, Verse 1).
(Gt yion Lo 28 1 ekl AN & &yl ) @9 gpould we
ignore you because you are a sinful nation (The Quran, Chapter 43,
Verse 5).
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(G300 O3 B 1 Bad U5 W a5 O aadai ) ) @) e that He
will forgive us our sins since we are the first who have believed
(The Quran, Chapter 26, Verse 51).

The subordinator * ¥ Y oi) > which introduces a causal clause
always follows the independent clause, e.g.

(Criaa 155580 YT Sl 3ab &llal ) @8 you will perhaps fret
yourself to death because they are unbelievers (The Quran, Chapter
26, Verse 3).

1.4. The Order of Causal Elements in Compound

Sentences

A compound sentence has two or more independent clauses
usually joined by a coordinating conjunction. The major conjunction
which usually connects two clauses of a compound sentence is the
causal ‘fa’ (and or then)' which introduces a clause that expresses
the result or effect of a preceding clause (cf. Ibn Hisham. W.D. : I,
162-163). However, the causal element in such a construction
always occupies the initial position, e.g.

(4o iadh Lsa33859) @) The Moses struck him with the fist
and killed him (The Quran, Chapter 28, Verse 15).

(55ada (V) fladh sl ol (e O35 ) @9 He sends  water
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from the sky and the earth becomes green (The Quran,
Chapter 22, Verse 63).
(oot Ko (Jaid 481518 ¥35) @Y Do not transgress, lest you
should incur my wrath (The Quran, chapter 20, Verse 81).
1.5. Conclusions
According to the analyses in this study, the following
conclusions can be drawn :
1.The order of causal elements at clause level is flexible, especially
when the prepositional phrases of reason are introduced by the
prepositions ¢ @’ , ‘0« and 8.
2.The order of causal elements at complex sentence level is free
when the subordinate clauses of reason are introduced by the
causal subordinators ‘L’ | 3’ and ‘WS’ . On the other hand,
the order is fixed when the causal clauses are introduced by the
causal subordinators ‘b °, € O > and ¢ Y1 * ; that is, clauses
introduced by these subordinators always occupy the final
position.
3. The order of causal elements at compound sentence level is fixed;

that is, elements expressing reason are always placed first.
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