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The Heroism of Ibn Al-Garih
in Risalat Al-Ghufran

ABSTRACT

It is well known for those who are familiar with Abu Al-"Ala” Literary works
that Risalat Al-Ghufran had been written as an answer to letter sent to him by “Ali
Ibn Mansur Al-Halabi” Known as Ibn-Al Garih.

This paper deals with Ibn Al-Garih presence / heroism in Risalat Al-Ghufran
which took place at two levels. The first is refered to as “extra-text” heroism, in
the sense that Risalat Ibn Al-Garih was the direct and practical cause which led to
the writting of Risalat Al-Ghufran. The second is referred to as “intra-text” hero-
ism. In this level Ibn Al-Garih appears in two diffrent places in Risalat Al-
Ghufran.

In the first part of Risalat Al-Ghufran, which was written in the form of imag-
inative story depecting an eschatological journey, Ibn Al-Garih appears as the hero
of this part. It is worth noting that the character of Ibn Al-Garih in this part is
“used” by Abu Al- «Ala» as a mask covering his own thoughts.

In the second part, Ibn Al-Garih was functionally active to control the events
of writing, because «Abu Al-Ala» in this part wis virtually: answering Ibn Al-
Garih Risalah, point by point.

The characteristics of Ibn Al-Garih character in Risalat Al-Ghufran depend ex-
elusively on the understanding of his Risalah to Abu Al-Ala.

Hence, the two Risalah, were thoroughly analyzed comparatively and then in-
terpretively. '

The first type of analysis intended to compare sequence of events in the Ri-
salah. The second analysis was directed to read between lines and fill in over
Inaked oanc in the readino hoth of Risalah Hence. the result was two divergent
Chataciers 1o ine twao Risabais, e Cinnacier of “Al-Maiabanl” (e ceoists an Ris-
alat Ibn Al-Garih, and the character of “Al-Mutahakkem” (The Ironist) in Risalat
Al-Ghufran.
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