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Abstract

Objective and Questions

The objective of the study was to explore the performance of instructional supervisors of their tasks in the professional
enhancement of maths teachers in the intermediate stage in the Northern Region in the areas of lesson planning,
curriculum and textbook, teaching methods, instructional aids, learner assessment, classroom management and
interpersonal relationships. To meet this broad objective, the study attempted answers to the following questions:

. How far does an instructional supervisor perform his tasks in the professional enhancement of maths teachers in
the area of lesson planning from the viewpoint of the study sample? '

. How far does an instructional supervisor perform his tasks in the professional enhancement of maths teachers in
the area of curriculum and textbooks from the viewpoint of the study sample?

. How far does an instructional supervisor perform his tasks in the professional enhancement of maths teachers in
the area of teaching methods from the viewpoint of the study sample?

. How far does an instructional supervisor perform his tasks in in the professional enhancement of maths teachers in

’ the area of instructional aids from the viewpoint of the study sample?

. How far does an instructional supervisor perform his tasks in the professional enhancement of maths teachers in
the area of learner assessment from the viewpoint of the study sample?

. How far does an instructional supervisor perform his tasks in the professional enhancement of maths teachers in
the area of classroom management from the viewpoint of the study sample?

. How far does an instructional supervisor perform his tasks in the professional enhancement of maths teachers in
the area of interpersonal relationships from the viewpoint of the study sample?

. Are there statisticall significant differences between the views of maths teachers and supervisors as pertains to

the previous questions?
Data and Methodology
The sample of the study consisted of all maths teachers and supervisors in the intermediate stage in the Northern Region
(78: 69 teachers and 9 supervisors). The main instrument used is a questionnaire which contains 72 items designed by the
researcher, based on the relevant literature, a pilot study and the evaluation of professional referees and was found reliable -
co-variace = 0.91. The results were analysed used the SPSS program and presented in terms of frequencies, percentages,
means, and the T-test. ‘
Findings
Based on the data analysis, the major findings of the study are:
. Instructional supervisors perform their tasks in the professional enhancement of maths teachers of the intermediate

stage in the areas of lesson planning, curriculum and textbooks, teaching methods, instructional aids and learner
assessment at a medium level. :

. Instructional supervisors perform their tasks in the professional enhancement of maths teachers of the intermediate
stage in the areas of classroom management and interpesonal relationships at a high level.
. The descending order of means of performance in the different areas of the study was as follows: interpersonal

relationships, classroom management, learner assessment, methods of teaching, lesson planning, curriculum and
textbooks and instructional aids.

. There are statistically significant differences (P > 0.01) between supervisors and teachers in all areas covered by the
study (lesson planning, curriculum and textbook, teaching methods, instructional aids, learner assessment,
classroom management and interpersonal relationships) favoring the former.

Suggestions and Recommendations

The study concludes with the following recommendations and suggestions: (1) The administrative tasks of supervisors

should decrease so that they may give more time to professional duties, (2) Each stage should have a maths supervisor, (3)

Supervisors should gain more experince before they start their supervising career, that is, they should spend between 6 and

8 years before they take on their supervising duties, (4) Supervisors should be encouraged to be more aware of the

importance of professional enhancement through training courses and sessions and to vary their supervising styles, (5)

Maths teachers should receive more training based on their actual needs which should be identified before the beginning of

each academic year and they should be encouraged to enhance their professional performance and (6) More research sould

be conducted on other stages and more studies shoul explore the factors and prerequisites of professional enhancement of
supervisors.
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