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Summary

The Effect of the Presumptions in Directing Meaning
With Reference to the Tafsir of Al-Bahr Al-Muheet

Ahmed Khudhair Abbas

The terminology of the presumption is similar to that of "evidence" in
language. The early grammarians used "evidence" instead of "presumption" in
their grammar books and they used other words as token or sign. According to
Arab grammarians, a presumption either fully identifies what is intended or it may
refers to what implied partially. Thus, a presumption can be defined as "all that
leads to guessing what is intended". Accordingly, there are two types of
presumptions: the one that determines what is intended accurately , and the other

one that is used as a means to discover the intended meaning.

Dr. Tammam Hassan used the second type of presumption in what is termed
as "supporting presumptions". Therefore; according to him, presumption are
divided into two types: Verbal and nonverbal presumptions (presumptions of the

situation).

In this study, presumption are divided into three chapters according to the
linguistic system (phonology, morphology and syntax). In this regard, lexical and
non-verbal presumption are excluded. Chapter one deals with phonetic
presumption, namely, signs of "inflection and formation", nunation, intonation and
pause. Second chapter tackles morphological presumption, i.e. structure and
concord. Third chapter studies the two types of structural (syntactic)
presumptions: the verbal syntactic presumptions as (particles, conjunction, order
and closeness) and the abstract syntactic presumptions as predication,
particularization, attribute and dependence. It is worth mentioning that every
chapter is preceded by an introduction that states the linguistic system the said
chapter studies and that system produces a certain denotation (may it be phonetic
or morphological or syntactic). Also, every single introduction starts with
definition of the field of study that deals with a given linguistic system. This study
starts with definition of the field of study that deals with a given linguistic system.
This study starts with a preface about the meaning and the relation it has with the

linguistic systems.

Moreover, though this study reveals the fact that how presumptions work



- 301 -

together to determine the intended meaning, but this is not the main concern. It
focuses attention on identifying what effect each presumption has in governing
and directing the meaning. Similarly, it states how a given presumption can be
used as an evidence to guess the meaning. Since this study works on Tafsir of Al-
Bahr al-Muheet by Abu Hayyan al-Undolusi (died 745 A.H.), it attempts to
reread the said Tafsir through examining the role of every presumption , used by
Abu Hayyan, in determining the meanings if the Koran and he used those

presumptions in his syntactic analysis and overbalancing.

To the beast of the researcher's knowledge, all the studies that have already
dealt with presumptions in the Koran are not applied studies. Thus, this research

can be considered a pioneering study in the applied linguistics of presumptions.

This study also clarifies that the emotive meaning of sound is based on its
kind and outlet. These meaning are limited since they ranges from intensiveness,
docility, softness, hissing and repetition...etc. In other words, the way a given
sound is pronounced and produced helps a lot in getting to know the base on
which certain sounds are selected to from certain words in certain presumptions to
express certain meanings. Abu Hayyan refers, in his Tafsir, to the semantic effect
of a syntactic phoneme through exchange, addition and deletion but he never
makes any reference to the phonetic denotation at all.

This study reveals that, according to Abu Hayyan, derivational presumption
sign plays a significant role in directing the meaning (may it be morphological,
syntactic, lexical and semantic). The study invents what is called "presumption of
structural sign" that is basically a morphological one which sometimes leads to
identify the syntactic meaning. It may lead to the lexical meaning, too. This study
also innovates a nunation presumption that has a remarkable role in meaning.
Those two types of presumptions, for Abu Hayyan, are of too much importance in

directing and interpreting the Koranic meaning.

This study also reveals the relation (of been effecting or having been
effected) between the derivational sign and meaning and the fact that this relation
is based on whether the person dealing with the text is a text-producer or receptor.
Therefore; if he is a producer, meaning will have the effect on the sign and then
makes it have a certain from. This will lead to the fact that derivation will follow
what a producer has in mind. If the person is a receptor, meaning will be effected
by the derivational sign. In case, the receptor is seeking the analysis and derivation

of meaning, he should understand it first to be able to analyze the text and derivate it.
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Intonation and pausing are two important phonetic presumption that have
their semantic impact and they often support each other in stating the structural
analysis. Abu Hayyan makes use of them to guess the meaning where he relies

mainly on intonation in finding out the psychological denotation.
Abu Hayyan has observed that there is a change in meaning according to

change in morpheme since the semantic value of morpheme is obvious to him. In
fact, he imitates Ibin Jinny in the latter's al-Ishtigaq el-kabeer.

In Al-Bahr al-Mubheet, it is clear that Abu Hayyan is fully aware of the role
of the structural presumptions in directing the meaning since there are close
relations between word and morphological meaning, on the one hand, and

between structure and syntactic meaning on the other hand.

Abu Hayyan has sided the rhetoricians in that an agent indicates fixity
(nonaction) and that verb indicates action but he never finds any indication of

action in agent unless it is derived from an adjective.

This study states that Abu Hayyan has relied on eloquence of structure in
guiding meaning. Thus, he thinks that word order plays a role in determining the
intended meaning. However, he sometimes evaluates the correctness of structure
via that of meaning and he consequently examines the authenticity of an opinion
through that of meaning. It is worth mentioning that Sibawayh represents an
important reference to Abu Hayyan where the latter relies heavily on the former in

supporting or opposing other opinions.

In conclusion, Abu Hayyan believes that the Koran is one word or one text
and therefore; he looks for the correlation between the verses of the Koran and the

presumption of the situation as well as the meaning that links them together.

This study verifies that collocation is syntactic presumption based on both
word and meaning since it is neither verbal nor abstract presumption but a verbal

abstract one!
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