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Abstract

The aim of this study is to identify the origins of the terms nasraniyah and masihiyah through an
examination of Biblical and Qur'anic texts, the linguigtic origins of these terms, textual evidence from
pre-lslamic poetry, as well as Idamic and Chrigian commentaries. The study seeks to explain the
Qur'an's use of the term nasraniyah rather than the term masihiyah for Christianity. In addition, it
attempts to identify the doctrinal dimensions and significations of the above terms in view of what they
can contribute to constructing an Idamic understanding which incorporates the evolution of Christian
religious thought, while at the same time reformulating the fundamenta concepts that govern Muslims
conceptualizations of Chridtianity.

The study clarifies the various views on the origins of the terms nasraniyah and masihiyah among
Muslim and Christian writers and seeks to present an objective discussion, critique and analysis of all
such points of view. The study clarifies the relationship between the Nazarenes (al-nasar a), the Nadhirim
and the Nazirites while offering a new perspective on thisissue. It points out that the first term applied to
Chrigtians in the New Testament was "Nazarenes' (based on Christ's having been from Nazareth) and
that Chrigt's followers then cameto be referred to by their opponents as "Christians’, after which Christ's
followers came to apply thisterm to themsel ves.
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