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Plague in the Earliest Islamic Era and Umayyads Caliphate
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Assistant Instructor
College of Education / Kirkuk University

A bstract

" Plague in earliest Islamic Era and Umayds Caliphate " ..

The Islamic State had exposed to a number of plague diseases at the earliest
Islamic Era and Umayds Caliphate . They had varied in their negative
influences in the Islamic society at that time . We find that the books of
history did not record any piece of information about the healthy impacts for
the plague of "Shirawayh " which took place in the cities during the year of
(6) A- H - . We can see that the same sources had showed the destructive
results for the plague of * Amwaas " which occurred in Billad Al- Shaam
during the year of (18) A- H. at the Caliphate of Omar Bin Al- Khattab (
May Allah Forgive Him ) (13-23 AH.).

The prophet Muhammad (P.b.u.H) had prolonged in explaing the
meaning of this disease for the people and he (P.b.u.H) had lightened them
in the matters that are Obliged to be followed when plague occurs . He
(P.b.u.H) obliged people to follow a number of principles , the main goal
behind these principles , such as the isolating of the infected regions in
order not lead to spread plague in the other regions who were healthy . And
he (P.b.u.H) obliged people to stay in the healthy zones and not to enter the
infected ones , in order to protect their life . As well as he (P.b.u.H) told the
people that the person who gets infect in this disease ( plague ) will be a
martyr .

The topic has been divided in to five axles , after defining plague
linguistically and idiomatically . as well as showing the prominent speeches
which had been mentioned by the prophet Muhammad (P.b.u.H) about
plague . First of all , we had tackled the speech about the plague of "
Shirawayh " which occurred in Al- Maddayn during the year of (6) AH . .
This plague had no impacts in the Islamic society , because it occurred out
the borders of Islamic state . More over , Mecca had not been conquered yet
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, therefore , the Moslems had just heard about it (plague ) without recording
any infection case .
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As for the second plague , it was Amwaa's plague in Billad Al-
Shaam : during the year of (18) A.H. .

Its appearance was in aland known as " Amwaas " then it spread out
to the whole of Billad Al- Shaam . Many people martyred , the most
outstanding of them was " Aba — Ubaydaa Amir Bin Al- Jarrah and Mu'aath
Bin Jabbal — ( M.A.F.th ) . This plague had vanished during the reign of
Amro Bin Al- Ass ( M.A.F.th ) who decided to follow a different way which
Is different the pervious , he took people to the tops of the mountains then
the plague had vanished by the willing of Allah .

Sweeping plague had occurred in lraq repeatedly , the most
outstanding are during the year (69) and (87) A.H. It had been so — called for
sweeping people . Historians had detailed counting of the numbers of those
who were killed owing to these diseases . They mentioned that hundreds of
thousands had died . where these statistics were sort of exaggeration .
Impacts did not appear in the Islamic society in Iraq to Keep pace of what
had been mentioned about number of martyrs .

As for the latter plague , it was of . Muslim Bin Qutaiba . which had
occurred in Iraq during the year of (131) A.H. . It had been so — called ,
because Muslim Bin Qutaiba was the first martyr . In addition to some
others , it ( plague ) continued for months .

Noticeably plagues during the Umayyad era . had occurred in lIraq
first , and spread out with little impact in Billad Al- Shaam . Where no
indications had been recorded for a sweeping impacts for this disease in
Khurassan and what after the river or even in Morrocco or Al- Andalus .
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