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ABSTRACT

Small ruminants are considered a very important element in the
Palestinian agricultural community. This research was conducted to study
this important side of the Palestinian agriculture through studying the main
raising systems, analyzing them and highlighting these systems. Also, the
study aims to search for alternatives for feed for the major agricultural and
industrial by- products available in Palestine. A questionnaire was designed
to examine the sheep and goats systems. A total of 400 questionnaires
were distributed in Nablus, Salfect, Tobas and Jordan Valley including 50
villages and city camps. This questionnaire resembles more than 10% of
the total registered farmers in the Ministry of Agriculture .The experience
and the size of the farms were the main factors to accept or reject the
questionnaire. The results of the study showed that 90% ol farms of the
intensive sysiem are using hormones o control reproduction, while this
percent was 50% in the other two systems. This research showed that the
highest fertility rate was observed in the second system followed by the
first system, then the third. The highest percentage of twins was observed
in the first system, followed by the third, then the second. The raising
system had a significant effect (p<0.05) on the weight of the newborn, and
on the mortality percentage of the flocks in the studied systems.

RIAAN:

This study also showed that there were a significant differences

(p<0.05) in milking pefiod the highest of which was observed in the third
system, the second, then the first. This was reversely corréiatcd with the
quantities of milk production according 1o the other two systems. The
productivity of sheep in the first system was the highest compared to other

systems. Also the study showed that the use ol by- products was significant
b



among the three systems. There were significant differences (p<0.05)
considering the age of flocks and using of records. The age of sheep in the
third system was larger than the age in the [irst and sccond system. The
majority of farmers in the third system did not have records compared to

the first and second syslems.



