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EFFECT OF PLANTING DATE AND FRUIT THINNING
ON THE YIELD AND QUALITY OF WATERMELON
FRUIT CV. CHARLESTON GRAY

R. H. Jassem 7 R. S, A. Kader
General Co. for Horticultrire and Forestry - Ministry of Agric.

ABSTRA('T

An experiment was conducted at the Experimentai Field of Horticuliure and Forestry Research
station in Abu-Chraib during the growing sesson of 2001 and 2002 to determine the optimum planting
date and fruit thinning of watermelon Cv. CTharleston Gray .The experiment included nine treatmenis
resulted from three planting dates (1/3, 15/2 and 1/4) and three thinning treatments (without fruit
thinning, two or three fruits were left on plant), Besults couid be summarized as follow:

The intersction between planting dates and {ruit thinning wax significant as regards average fruit
weight and total yield. The highest fruit weight was obtained from planting date on Ist. April aioag with
teaving two fruits per plant. However, highest total yield was obtained on the 1st. April a long with leaving
thvee froits/plant fuor the two growing seasons. Besides the inieraction between the planting date and fruit
thining was significant concerning the fruit quality. The highest fruit length, diameter and the total
soluble solid were obtsined when planting on Ist. 6f Aprii and the lowest values when planting was on the
Ist. of March without fruit thinuing,
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