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The Phenomenon of Emphatic Sounding in Arabic: A Phonetic,
Descriptive and Experimental Study
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Abstract

The first part of the study is concerned with 'emphatic sounding' in
Arabic as one of the distinguished characteristics of Arabic highlighted
by old linguist and Tajweed scholars on one hand, and by modern
researchers on the other. As for the second part, it tackles the movement
of the back part of the tongue and its movement toward the pharyngeal
area when producing the emphatic consonants. This is done by using X-
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Ray pictures taken by Cardiovacular — cardiac cath and Cine- Fluora
Scopy machines. The study focuses on the phonetic differences between
emphatic consonants and the non- emphatic ones, with regard to shape of
the pharyngeal channel and the back oral one. The consonants discussed
in this paper are /0%, t¢, d°, s¢/ and their counterparts consonants, in
addition to, the uvular consonants /q, y, g/,and the two alveolar
consonants /I, r/ in empathic case.
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