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Abstract

Saudi Higher Education Response to Globalization Challenges
Ph.D Researcher : Khaled Bin Mohammad AL-Otabi

Study Objectives: The study attempts to characterize the prospective future of Saudi
higher education response in the light of globalization challenges and to answer the
study questions: What globalization ?, What are the major challenges of globalization
(opportunities and risks) that are related to higher education ?, What are the roles that
higher education carries out in the light of globalization challenges ?, What is the reality
of Saudi higher education in the light of globalization challenges ?.

Study methodology : The study follows the analytical descriptive method . It
consists of seven chapters, the first chapter is designed as a general framework for the



study, chapters tow, three, four, five, and six, attempt to answer the study questions, and
the last chapter is designed to present the study findings and recommendations .
Main findings of the study and its recommendations :

). Globalization is considered a humanitarian Comprehensive phenomenon that
theoretically has integrated aspects and dimensions. It consists of five major aspects :
"cognitive, political, economic, cultural, social". The Globalization concept means
"connecting social phenomena at various levels, limits . Influence and communication" .

Y. Globalization challenges 'opportunities and risks' that are related to the higher
education, such as : knowledge production and its mechanisms, informatics and its
application, economic competitiveness and its policies, culture and its varieties and
criteria, sustainable development, finally environment and its requirements .

Y. Roles and international experiences for the development of higher education
institutions are: Knowledge production and science research development . E-learning
and virtual universities . The congruence of higher education with society needs .
Guaranteeing qualitative assurance . Varying the financial sources for higher education
institutions . Democratization of higher education institutions. The international cultural
openness and environment and sustainable education .

. Saudi higher education current situation in the light of globalization challenges
are : Weakness in the scientific research productivity, and lack of relatedness to new
developments . Weakness in web and informational linkage and lack of application in
learning, lack of congruence with society needs, absence of its role in developing
concept of citizenship, democracy and cultural multiplicity, absence of its role in
sustainable development and environmental protection .

0. The future views of Saudi higher education response in the light of
globalization are : Research, development, and connection mechanisms . Destructing its
organization and financial affairs . The congruence with society requirements and labor
market . Citizenship and the universality of is Islamic identity . Academic freedom,
openness and cultural cooperation . Programs of sustainable development and
environment protection .

. Finally, the study recommends Saudi higher education institutions to : Establish
researchable and virtual universities . Concentrate on advanced e- learning and its
application in the learning teaching process, restructure the institutions and its
programs, Apply qualitative assurance and academic criterion . Activate the concepts of
sustainable development and environment protection and adopt education for all, long
life learning and learning for life concepts .
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