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ASTRACT:
Laboratory experiments were conducted to evaluate the feeding efficacy of the predator Scolothrips sexmaculatus
(Perg.) against different stages of the two spotted spider mite Tetranychus urticae Koch.Resuls indicated that the
predator larvae fed on all stages of the mite .The consumption rate increased with increasing developmental stage of
the predator and decreased with the increasing size of prey. The predator larvae consumed during the whole larval
duration an average of 351,4,219.2,191.9 and 189.2 individual respectively of eggs,larvae,nymphs and adults mite
when fed on each stage separately. Female was significantly different from male in term of prey consumption .Mean
consumption for females was 2160.1,2072.1,1896.4 and 1163.20f eggs ,larvae, nymphs and adults mites. While the
male consumed an average of 414.5,421.5,362.6 and 191.7 individual when fed on each of the mentioned mite stages
separately during the whole life duration. Results also indicated that females consumed significantly higher number
of mite individual during the oviposition period . The consumption rate decreased also with the increasing size of
prey. Therefore, this predator can be included in a mass rearing program to be used in a spacic time for controlling
the spider mite T.urticae and other small pests on cotton in the field .
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