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THE USE OF LICORICE EXTRACT FOR IMPROVING
SEMEN QYALITY OF AGED LOCAL ROOSTERS

~ H. J. Al-Daraji R. H. Razuki A. H. Alhliali
Department o Animal Rescurces $.M.Abu - Tabikh A.AAl - Khazraji
College of Agric. — Univ. of Baghdad Ministry of Sciences and Technology

ABSTRACT

This study was conducted at Animal Produciion farm/Iragi Atomie Energy Commission during

the period from %/11/2002 to 23/1/2003 , A total of 32 local roosters , 76 weeks of age were used in this
study . The cocks were randemnly aliocated to 2 treaiment groups of 2 replicates per group , each replicate
constitutes 8 cocks (16 cocks per treatment group). The first group was considered as control, while the
licgrice extract was supplemented to the drinking water of the second group from the third week till the
12" week of experiment at level of 560 mg/liter. Semen was collected from roosters from the first week of
experiment untif the cnd of experiment. The semen characteristics included in this study were : ejaculate
volume, spermatozoan concentration, mass activity, individual motility and percentages of dead and
abnormal spermatozoa,

Resuits indicated that lcorice treatment resulted in significant (P < 0.01) improvement in
ejaculate volume, spermatozoan eoncentration, mass activity, individual motility and percentages of live
and normal spermatozoa. However, licorice extract drinking water supplementation contributed in
reducing the negative effects of aging of reosters on mass activity , individua! motility and percentages of
live ard norinal spermatozoa.

it was concluded from this study that licorice extract can be used for improving semen quality of
aged roosters.
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