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Islamic Garden : Earthly Garden or Earthly Paradise

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to investigate the concept of relating the Islamic
garden to the Islamic paradise promised in the holy Quran and Prophet Mohammed's
traditions. In fact many writers, on the history of Islamic landscape architecture
emphasized a direct connection between the design of earthly Muslim gardens and the
descriptions of the Islamic paradise . This paper examines closely this concept of
relating the two gardens and establishes a counter argument. This argument is
centered around the fact that imitating paradise garden was not the exact intention of
the designers of Muslim gardens nor was that possible, due to the differences in the
nature of the two and the limitations of the earthly one. To establish such argument,
this paper explores the paradise concept in Islamic sources and the general facets of
linkage between the earthly and celestial Islamic gardens. It also looks into the
supposed effect of desert dwellers’ culture on the perception of paradise. Moreover, it
underlines the differences between the design related aspects of celestial gardens and
their assumed counterparts in earthly ones. In addition, it looks into the Islamic view
of sensual pleasures in relation to the earthly and celestial gardens.

Key words : Islamic Garden, Islamic Landscape Architecture, Islamic Garden
History, Islamic Garden Design.
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