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abstract

This thesis addressed the prisons in Egypt and the Levant in the two Ayyubid and
Mamluk States and came in 3 chapters:

Chapter | : dealt with types of prisons and their names, where the prisons were
divided into three sections:

Section I: cities’ prisons: where it first addressed the prisons in Egypt, whether in
Cairo or the regions, and secondly cities’ prisonsin the Levant, both in Damascus and
other cities, and Section I1: castles prisons, which spread in Egypt, including Cairo
Citadel, the castles of Alexandriaand others, as well as the castles that have spread in
the cities of the Levant , and Section I11: Wells prisons that were dug in the ground for
the detention of political and war prisoners, and were ones of the most heinous and
the most difficult prisons. Each section also included the names and |ocations of
prisons and the names of some of the people imprisoned there.

The second chapter entitled "The prisons’ administration,” it provided detailed
information on the prisons” administration, which divided the prisons according to
their management, into three sections: the prisons under the administration of the
Sultan, the prisons under the administration of the governor and the prisons under the
administration of the judges. It then talked about the names of the prisons’ staff and
the nature of their work, then tax imprisonment and confiscations, the conditions of
prisonersin terms of food and drink, clothing, health care and communication with
the outside community, their condition at the time of famine, how to spend their time
either concerning worship or play and entertainment, or authoring, writing, poetry,
and also spoke about the use of the prisons for forced labor by the management of
prisons and how to transfer from one place to another. It aso showed the efforts of the
princes to improve prison conditions, and finally the classification of prisonersinto
categories. Thefirst category are criminals who committed crimes such as murder,
theft, robbery, fraud, forgery, rape, adultery, espionage. Typetwo is political
prisoners and type |11 are prisoners of ideological differences and those accused of
heresy and the fourth and final category: the war prisoners

In thethird chapter,. dealt with the sanctions that were practiced in the prison and
how to get out of prison, where it addressed the types of sanctions with at first death
and its types such as beheadings, intermediation, crucifying, drowning, strangling,
starvation, and hangings. The other type of punishment is torture and its types,
including beatings by sticks, chaining, squeezing, defamation, amputation and
skinning.

And finally how to get out of jail, whether by pardon or release or escape of prisoners
forced out by the rebels or bandits, and finally the celebrations that accompanied the
exit of prisoners.
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