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FLOWERING PHENOLOGY OF CAPER AND REGROWTH
AFTER DECAPITATION

M. M. Elsahookie S. K. M. Saadedin
Dept. of Field Crop Sci., Coll. Of Agric., Univ. of Baghdad

ABSTRACT

The phenology of flowering and regrowth after decapitation were studied on caper (Capparis spp.)
grown on the campus of the College of Agric.,University of Baghdad. Two ages of plants were included;
one year, and 2-3 yrs. Flowering started late in April and became active in June with a daily maximum of
30 flowers/plant, then number of flowers decreased to about 5 only in mid July for plants of one year age.
Plants of 2-3 age yrs started flowering same as those of one year, but gave daily maximum of 75
flowers/plant in late June then decreased in July. All plants were decapitated at the surface of ground late
in July. Plants of one year age gave active regrowth but without flowering, while those of age 2-3 yrs gave
flowers and growth very similar to the first growth. These plants continued in flowering until late October
as compared with those not decapitated which did not give flowers in the same period. The ability of
decapitated plants of 2-3 year age was attributed to high carbohydrate (4.9%) and proteins (4.1%) in the >
roots, while those of one year had only 1.1% and 1.3%, respectively. Direct sunlight and high temperature
(45-50 C) were the most important growth variables. Shaded plants gave only 50% flowers as compared
to those in full sunlight. Small and several primordia were discovered on roots. These primordia are
standing-by to give regrowth after decapitation. Primordia were arranged in a hierarchical form, cach
can start regrowth at emergency.
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