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Abstract

Educational programmes for children and youth represent a very important
and invaluable investment sector that deserves all human and financial
investments, on account of the importance of education to all aspects of
development. As many sociological and economic studies suggest,
adequate education and training account for the level of individual
productivity.

The planning of educational programmes for children and youth in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has been the focus of both the Saudi government
and Saudi society, as conveyed by the annual national budget devoted to
the education sector rated 25%. This has led to numerous achievements in
the education sector nationwide. In Riyadh alone, the achievements in
education have witnessed an important leap during the last decades,
especially in public schools, whose institutions abound in various districts
and areas of Riyadh and are available to children and young male and
female pupils from the primary to the secondary stages. The number of
public schools in Riyadh is about three thousand schools, directed by the
Ministry of Education.

Next to this extensive network of government schools for male and female
pupils nationwide and, particularly Riyadh, is the focus in Saudi Arabia on
upgrading high quality education. Instances of such concerns are
represented by pre-school programmes, which require the foundation of
more kindergartens, and government plans to implement the national
strategy regarding school buildings, for about 50% of public schools in
Riyadh are using rented buildings. The implementation of the national
strategy demands collaboration between various sectors, among which the
Municipality of Riyadh, which is in charge of urban planning and has the
authority to specify the required areas for school buildings.

Among the educational and pedagogical programmes indexing our high
interest in good quality education are the programmes for children with
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specific needs, which are used to integrate such category of pupils with
other pupils in public schools.

It was in 1997 that the General Directorate for Education started to
implement the integration programmes. The extensive implementation of
the integration programmes is evidenced by the fact that about 80% pupils
with special needs in Saudi Arabia have received their schooling at
government schools, which facilitates the integration of pupils with special
needs into the broader school community. The integration programmes
have also incorporated pupils who live outside the main cities, which
initially provided the only location of integration programmes. In Riyadh
alone, the integration programmes for pupils with special needs are
distributed across about three hundred schools for male and female pupils.
At the present conjuncture no evaluation studies have been made in
assessment of the integration programme offered by the Saudi Ministry of
Education. Nevertheless, the report presented by educational supervisors of
the integration programmes asserts that the integration of pupils with
special needs with other pupils in public schools in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia in general, and Riyadh in particular, conveys a highly successful
experience deserving support and encouragement. The author of the
present paper proposes that such an experience be implemented in other
countries within the framework of a project through which experiences can
be exchanged and replicated amongst Arab countries.
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