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Level of Development in Science Curricula for 7th and 8th
Graders in Jordan: Teachers' Perspective

Dr. Ibrahim Rawashdeh

Abstract

This study investigates science teachers' assessment of science curricula
development for seventh and eighth graders by attempting to answer four
basic questions.

The study sample consisted of 72 male and female science teachers in 48
public and private schools in the northern part of Jordan. The instrument
consisted of 5 point scale of 97 items classified into 8 fields of curricula.

It was validated by a number of juries, and its reliability coefficient was
o 0.97.

The researcher used SPSS to analyze the data and came up with the fol-
lowing results:

1. The overall assessment of teachers (of both sexes and different qual-
ifications and experiences) of science curricula development for sev-
enth and eighth graders and its fields was good.

2. The percentage of curricular traits which were rated as very good was
34% in the science curricula of the seventh graders and 48% in the
science curricula of the eighth graders; the percentage of those that
were rated as good was 56% and 44% respectively, and the per-
centage of those that were rated as reasonable was 10% and 8% re-
spectively.

It was suggested that a follow-up of the present study of the science cur-
ricula using different graders in different parts of Jordan would give a com-
prehensive feedback needed to improve the science curricula.

Science teachers were advised to give concrete form to development in
science curricular traits and to base their teaching activities more on the psy-
chology of teaching and learning. They were also advised to integrate differ-
ent teaching and learning strategies, and integrate religious education and
scientific education. Science teachers should emphasize concept use in sci-
entific inquiry and urge learners to indulge in hands-on learning ex-
periences. They should also diversify teaching and learning resources by
concentrating on thinking patterns in learning and directing activities to-
wards social, scientific, environmental and technological issues.
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