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Abstract

Study Title

Status of the environmental education as presented in the science subjects of the upper grades at the primary school.

Study problem:

The study was specified in the two following questions:

1. What are the areas to be addressed in environmental education that should be included in the science curricula of
upper grades at the primary stage?

2. To which extent do science curricula of the upper grades at the primary school address (tackle) some
environmental education areas (issues )?

Study objective:

The study aims to delineate the environmental education area (fields) that need to be addressed (studied) in the science

curricula of the upper grades at the primary stage and also to specify the areas (domains) actually embedded

(incorporated) in the science curricula.

Procedure of the study:

The researcher employed the analytical, descriptive methodology in this study. He built a card designed to determine

the areas of environmental education handled by the science curricula of the upper primary grades, and verified the

validity of the card by having it judged by a panel of referees. Its reliability was established through re-analysis and the

use of holisty equation.

The card in its final version contained four areas to which belong (46) subjects (topics). These areas includes the

environmental system, problems of environmental pollution, environmental resources and environment protection

Study population:

Contents of the science curricula of the upper grades at the primary stage for the academic year 1429-1430AH, the

study sample consists of the original whole study population.

The study tool:

The researcher used a content analysis card to analyze the topics and issues relating to environmental education as

presented in theses books.

Statistical analysis:

The following statistical procedures were used ; agreement coefficient equation (Holisty) , frequencies and percentage.

Study results:

1. The most frequency occurring areas of environmental education aspects, and specifically for environmental

protection, in the primary fourth grade science school subject were (33) with a percentage of %33; the environmental

resources 30% and with percentage 30%, then the ecosystem with frequency of 23 and percentage 23% and lastly the

problems of environmental pollution with frequency of 14 and percentage 14%.

2. The most frequency occurring areas of environmental education issues (specifically those relating to environment

protection were (56) with a percentage of % 32, 18; while environmental resources had frequency of (51) and a

percentage of 29.31% then the environmental area with frequency of (46) and percentage 26.44% and lastly the

problems of environmental pollution with frequency of (21) and percentage 12.07%.

3. The most frequency occurring areas of environmental education aspects (specifically those relating to the ecosystem

were (88) with a percentage of %48.35 ;then the environmental resources area with frequency of (43) and percentage

23.63%, followed by the environmental protection area with frequency 37 and percentage 20.33% and lastly

environmental pollution problems area with frequency of (14) and percentage 7.69%.

4. The most frequency occurring areas of environmental education was not balanced out in the science subjects of the

upper grades at the primary school.

5. The most frequency occurring areas of environmental education in all books combined was the ecosystem having a

frequency of (157) and a percentage of %34.43, to be followed by environment protection with a frequency of (126)

and a percentage of %27.63.

The environmental resources area had a frequency of (124) and a percentage of % 27.19 ; and finally the environment

pollution problems had a frequency of (49) and a percentage of %10.75.

6. The numbers of topics not-mentioned in the science curricula of the fourth grade was (21) and the number of topics

not tackled in the science curricula of the fifth grade was (17) ; seventeen was also the numbers of topics not addressed

in the sixth class. Six was the number of topics never discussed in the books combined.

7.There was a deficiency in respect of the three subject matters not being able to address some areas of environmental

education.

Recommendations:

The study made a number of recommendations prominent among which:

1. The importance to add the environmental education topics included in the study tool and which absolutely
not mentioned such as: gas cycles, noise pollution, electromagnetic pollution, insecticides usage
rationalization, economizing the chemical fertilizers usage, fuel consumption rationalization, all these can be
added to the curricula available chapters according to the multidisciplinary.

2. Increasing focus on the problems of environmental pollution through consulting experts of environment field
in order to provide the curricula with the new environmental problems

3. Balanced allotment of environmental education areas (fields) in the science curricula of each class through an
advance plan comprising the environmental education areas in order to enable distributing its ratios among
the science curricula, so that no part may dominate (outnumber) the other

4. Consulting the recent scientific studies and research in the domain of environment education and seeking and
adopting opinions of experts in environment education through holding environmental meetings,
symposiums and conferences.

Researcher Supervisor
Saad Moshabab A. Al-ghtani Dr. Abdul Razag Ahmaed Zafar

.
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