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The Effect of Academic Specialization and Locus of Control
on Personal Intelligence of Students at Umm Al Qura University

(Taif Branch)

Dr.Ibrahim A.M. Al-Hakami
Abstract
The present study aims to identify the effect of the Locus of Control on

Personal Intelligence (PI) of university students. It also aims to identify the effect of

interaction between both academic specialization and the Locus of Control on the

Personal Intelligence (PI) of university students.

To achieve the above objectives, a study was conducted on a sample of 166

students (88 biology and 88 Shariaa) from both the faculties of Education and

Science, Umm Al Qura University Taif, fourth level. Three tools were used in this
study ; Self-Esteem, Embedded-figures Test (EFT) and Locus of Control Test.

The researcher used four statistical methods; Correlation, T-test, two-way

ANOVA and Shafaa test. The main results of the study were as follows:

1-

4-

The level Personal Intelligence (PI) of science major students was found to be
higher than that of Arts majors. This means that the academic specialization
positively influences the Personal Intelligence (PI).

The Locus of Control has no significant effect on the Personal Intelligence (PI)
of university students - either Science or Arts major.

There is a significant interaction between Locus of Control the Personal
Intelligence (PI) of university students. Therefore, the groups are ranked
according to the level of the Personal Intelligence (PI) as follows: Biology and
mathematics students have external then internal Locus control; whereas the
Islamic studies and Shariaa were found to have external Locus Control
followed by Internal Locus control.

The study concludes with the following recommendations:
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- A similar study need to be conducted on science and religious studies sections
at the secondary stage.

- Further study on the relationship between Personal Intelligence (PI) and other
variables such as personal characteristics.

- A similar study on the university students (both boys and girls) is needed to
identify the effect of gender on Personal Intelligence (PI)
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