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Abstract

Various planning and building criteria and legislations are required in the
construction of educational edifices for children. Compliance with planning
criteria and legislations is sometimes difficult, especially on account of the
scarcity of building areas, a badly planned architectural design, or the scarcity
of financial resources, all of which are common place problems in the Middle
East and North Africa.

The basic required planning criteria include: choosing a suitable location; the
compatibility of all elements of the building to their functions; the
complementarity of such elements to the functions fulfilled by the edifice, both at
the level of the edifice and at the level of its surroundings; the availability, in the
edifice, of natural ventilation, energy isolation, solar energy, and the extent to
which an edifice responds to the needs of all age-ranges, especially those with
particular needs.

My paper will include an exposition of the planning and building criteria required
in designing educational edifices for children, and the hindrances and difficulties
that prevent the fulfillment of such criteria (examples will be given for
illustration). This paper will propose a set of essential criteria that are sufficient
to provide a balance between an ideal setting (where all building criteria are
available) and the actual situation (which is ridden with deficiencies). It will also
specify what it calls the essential, determining criteria in building design and
planning and will provide examples for illustration.

The paper will then draw conclusions as to the required essential criteria
needed in planning and designing educational edifices for children in areas that
are problem- ridden. The paper proposes the implementation of the above
determining criteria in the construction of educational edifices for children in the
Middle East and North Africa, on account of their benefits for the region. It also
traces the implementation of what it calls the "determining planning criteria in



designing educational edifices for children" as one way of addressing the
challenges and priorities of education in the Middle East and North Africa.
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